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Introduction
Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) Palestine is a faith-based human rights organization that supports Palestinian-led, nonviolent, grassroots resistance to the
Israeli occupation and the unjust structures that uphold it. By working with local
Palestinian and Israeli peacemakers and educating people in our home communities, we strive to help create a space for justice and peace.
The following report details the violations of human rights that CPT has observed
on the ground or received first-hand testimony of in occupied al-Khalil (Hebron).
The report covers the second quarter of 2018, from April to June. These incidents are documented in seven categories: children under occupation, adults
under occupation, checkpoints, settler violence, use of force, human rights monitors, and restrictions on religious freedom.
This report and our subsequent findings have inescapable limitations: (1) the Israeli forces operate throughout H2 and also enter H1 periodically, making it impossible for a limited number of CPT members to document every violation of
human rights that occurred during this time period; (2) Palestinians may not report infringements and violations to CPT because of probable repercussions from
military forces or because aggressions happen often and have become part of everyday life; (3) Israeli forces often prevent CPT from observing incidents by means
of checkpoint closures, closed military zones, or Israeli forces obligating monitors
to leave the area.

Definitions and key terms
Al-Khalil has been divided into two areas as detailed in the Hebron Protocol
(1997), called H1 and H2.
H1: Under Palestinian Authority control.
H2: Under complete Israeli military control, housing 20% of the Palestinian population as well as five illegal Israeli settlements.
The Paratroopers Brigade of the Israeli military was stationed in al-Khalil
during the majority of the reporting period, and was succeeded by the Nahal
Brigade in mid-June. The Israeli border police are a fixed presence in alKhalil. They are stationed at the fortified checkpoints that enclose H2, but often
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work in coordination with the military.
CPT defines detention as any or all of the following three circumstances:
1. A delay for more than 20 minutes for an adult or five minutes for a child.
2. When a person is moved without their consent to a military base.
3. When a person is searched, questioned, or physically restricted (eg. with
a blindfold or zip ties).
An arrest is defined as an incident in which the detainee is moved and taken into
custody at an Israeli police station.
CPT rejects the Israeli paradigm of security and anti-terrorism and thus we do not
use the term Israeli Defense Forces (IDF), but rather Israeli Military Forces
or Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF).

The Palestinian community in Tel Rumeida organize a nonviolent sit-in protesting checkpoints.

CPT documents incidents in accordance with international and human rights law
whilst also taking into consideration the reality of the situation on the ground.
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Children Under Occupation
“Childhood in Shuhada Street and Tel Rumeida [neighborhood in H2 under
full Israeli control] is adulthood, not childhood.”
- 14-year old Marwan (translated from Arabic)
Children are not excluded from occupation or given the space for development
to which they have the right. They are equally as affected by the occupation as
adults. Constant exposure to and experience of human rights violations in the
form of physical, verbal and psychological abuse leaves most of these children with
long-lasting psychological impacts.
Under Israeli military law, which applies to all Palestinians throughout the occupied West Bank, childhood ends at 12 years of age. Therefore, children 12 years
and older are routinely tried in the Israeli military court system as adults. In a
clear illustration of the apartheid legal system, Israeli civil law, applicable to all
Israeli citizens and even Israeli settlers within the West Bank, recognizes individuals as children until they reach 18 years of age. In other words, Israel law treats
Palestinian children as adults a full six years earlier in their development than Israeli children.
The Israeli forces’ treatment of Palestinian children violates their basic human
rights as well as international law. It is in contravention of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, which was ratified by Israel in 1991.
Violations of children’s rights by the Israeli occupation are constant. A significant
number of these violations against children occur at checkpoints, as children travel
on their way to school and back home. These incidents are not documented as
part of this report, as they are recorded in the CPT School Semester Reports
published twice yearly, with the most recent documenting the occupation’s impact
on the right to education during the school semester from January to May 2018.

Child Detainment and Arrest
CPT has witnessed and documented countless cases of child detentions and arrests. It is not uncommon for Israeli forces to arrest children even under the age
of 12. In the majority of these cases, children are not accompanied by an adult
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or allowed the representation of a lawyer. Often, their parents are not even
informed of the arrest.
Statistics by Military Court Watch
• 291 Palestinian children are in Israeli military detention as of 31 May
2018.
• 285 out of 291 of those are boys.
• The monthly average of children in Israeli ‘administrative detention’
(detention without trial or charge) in 2018 is 3.2.
• Approximately 52% of Palestinian child detainees are held in prisons
outside the West Bank, within Israel, in breach of Article 76 of the
Fourth Geneva Convention.
• The conviction rate in this military court system is over 99%.
This section outlines all the incidents of child arrest and child detainment CPT
members witnessed in the second quarter of 2018.
13 April 2018: A group of about 30 Israeli soldiers that had been stationed inside
a Palestinian building in Bab iZaweyeh in H1, supposedly under full Palestinian
control, detained a 16-year-old boy. The boy was kept inside the building for
at least an hour before Israeli soldiers exited the building with him. He was
blindfolded, zip tied and in a headlock as Israeli solders dragged him from the
building through Shuhada checkpoint. The incident occurred as clashes were
taking place at the checkpoint, where a group of young Palestinians were throwing
stones towards the fortified checkpoint and Israeli forces were shooting tear gas
and sound grenades at the Palestinians.
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Israeli soldiers drag away a 16-year-old Palestinian boy held in a headlock.

15 April 2018: Israeli soldiers were on a regular late evening ‘patrol’ of the
Palestinian market. They encountered three brothers outside their house and
the soldiers questioned them on the accusation of stone-throwing, one of the
most common accusations against Palestinians. One of the brothers was allowed
to leave while the two others had to accompany the soldiers to Bab al-Baladeya,
which leads into the Israeli military compound on segregated Shuhada Street.
There, the soldiers arrested the 15-year-old, despite his older brother’s attempts
to negotiate for him. The 15-year-old put his arms out for the soldiers to handcuff
him. The boy was taken to the police station in the illegal Kiryat Arba settlement
overnight and has spent several weeks in prison.
18 April 2018: Israeli soldiers raided a family home in the Palestinian market,
detaining a 13-year-old boy. His nine-year-old brother, who was present, refused
to leave his brother’s side. They held the 13-year-old for about 20 minutes before
taking him down the stairs, followed by his brother, and through a checkpoint
onto a section of segregated Shuhada Street where Palestinian presence is entirely prohibited.
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When the 13-year-old boy was taken into the military base on Shuhada Street,
where the soldiers reportedly held him for over an hour and beat him, his brother
was left by himself in the middle of the street. CPT monitors insisted that the
soldiers care for him and ensure he gets back home safe; as a Palestinian he is not
allowed to even be present on this section of the street, and going back would
have to pass checkpoints. He was finally taken to his father by the Temporary
International Presence in Hebron (TIPH).
About two and a half hours after soldiers first detained him on the roof of his
home, the 13-year-old boy was brought the police station in the illegal Kiryat
Arba settlement, still not accompanied by a parent. An hour later, and over the
course of about three hours, the boy himself and his father were interrogated for
two and three times respectively by Israeli border police. Six and a half hours
after the start of the incident, Israeli personnel finally released the boy.

Israeli soldiers take a 13-year-old boy and his nine-year-old brother onto a section of segregated Shuhada
Street where Palestinian presence is forbidden – and thus Palestinians are only able to access after being
arrested by Israeli forces.
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30 April 2018: Israeli soldiers believed that someone had fired a single shot in
their direction and immediately stormed into the Palestinian market arbitrarily
throwing sound grenades and “looking for suspects.” They grabbed a 15-yearold, detaining him and forcing him towards the mosque checkpoint. The soldiers,
claiming that they felt assaulted, forced Palestinians and observers to move away,
threatening them with arrest. The boy was later released.
Child Injury
31 May 2018: A 12-year-old boy was riding his bicycle on the street outside the
Za’atari building, which has been illegally taken over by Israeli settlers. Reportedly,
soldiers pushed him, and as a result the boy broke his leg. A neighbor who had
taken a photo on her phone had her phone confiscated by the soldiers, who
deleted the photo and then threw her phone on the ground. Eventually, the boy
was taken to a hospital in an ambulance, after prior coordination with Israeli
forces for the Palestinian ambulance to enter a street where Palestinian traffic is
entirely prohibited.

Adults Under Occupation
“We live in fear, and seeing what is happening in many parts of the West
Bank, we are worried that we will, sooner rather than later be dispossessed
of our lands, our homes and our means of employment.”
- Layla, a shopkeeper in al-Khalil
Under the Israeli military occupation, Palestinian adults are subjected to constant
threats to their lives and livelihood. Every day is a struggle for Palestinians, because
there is always the possibility of being pulled aside, searched and interrogated as
they go about their life and daily tasks. This constant interrogation by the Israeli
forces is often arbitrarily conducted and without justification, only to assert their
power and control over Palestinians.
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A young man is taken by Israeli soldiers into the military base at Bab-Baladeya. His mother and young
cousin stood outside, the mother weeping.

During the months of April through June 2018, CPT members have witnessed,
monitored and documented a fraction of the many human rights abuses by the
Israeli military and border police in their treatment of Palestinian adults. The
statistics given below represent only what has been witnessed firsthand by CPT
members.
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Observed Human Rights Abuses
Male ID checks: 422
Male body searches: 417
Female ID checks: 5
Female bag searches: 50
Adult detentions: 3
Adult arrests: 2
Adults killed: 1
The following are anecdotal reports of some instances of adult detention, arrests,
ID checks, body searches and bag searches, as observed by CPT members.

Adult Detainment and Arrest
10 May 2018: In the Old City around 8:50, soldiers were randomly stopping
cars and pedestrians, searching them and checking IDs. Fifteen minutes later they
took a young male adult out of his car and zip tied his hands. Upon his mother’s
protests, they removed the zip tie, saying that he would be only interviewed.
The soldiers took him to a flight of stairs next to the incident and kept him there
for about 20 minutes. At this point, some kids began to throw stones, and two
soldiers chased after them but did not find them. The soldiers then took the man
inside the military base in Bab al-Baladeya. The man was released a few hours
later.
20 June 2018: The border police were patrolling in the Old City when they
stopped an adult man and two boys for questioning, preventing them from walking home until the police had left the area. They also yelled at every car driving
down the street, forcing them to stop and wait. They forced the driver of one
vehicle to leave his car where they aggressively body searched him against the wall
and held him for a couple of minutes.
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30 April 2018: According to the mother of the young man, the soldiers knocked
on the door and grabbed her son. When CPT arrived the soldiers had already
taken the man into the military base at Bab al-Baledeya. As there were people
blocking the road, CPT could not get close enough to see into the base. Eventually the people passed, but by then the man had been taken away in a police vehicle.
11 June 2018: Following a body search at the Mosque checkpoint, the border
police arrested a 19-year-old man and took him into the container. He was held
there for over an hour before being taken away handcuffed in an army vehicle.

Adult Death
2 June 2018: During a patrol, CPT was informed that there was a shooting near
the Ibrahimi Mosque. Upon arriving at the Mosque checkpoint, there were delays
for 30 minutes because the border police closed the turnstile several times.

The Israeli forces declare a section of Prayer Road to be closed military zone after killing a Palestinian
man working in the area.

On Prayer Road, the Israeli military forces stopped CPT from advancing because
they had declared the area a closed military zone. When CPT asked what hap12

pened, the soldiers reported that a Palestinian man had tried to run over a soldier
and was shot and killed. Palestinian community members from the neighborhood
stated that the soldiers killed Rami Sabarneh, a 37-year-old man who did road
work in the area. He had been driving a small bulldozer, in coordination with the
Israeli authorities because Palestinian vehicular movement is prohibited on Prayer
Road, when Israeli forces shot and killed him.

ID Checks and Body Searches
9 April 2018: Israeli forces checked the IDs of four men at Abed’s checkpoint.
Three of them were also body searched. One of the men refused to allow this
body search, so the border police grabbed him and forced him up against the wall,
conducting a thorough body search. They then walked him to the police station.
He was released about an hour later.
2 May 2018: Four Israeli border police stood at Bab al-Baladeya, stopping cars
and checking people’s IDs for 40 minutes before patrolling through the market.
During the 10 minutes that CPT was present, there were six cars delayed while
the drivers’ IDs were checked.
During the patrol, border police checked the IDs of at least ten males, including
one who appeared to be 16 years old. Three of those checked were moved out
of CPT’s sight by the border police while their IDs were checked. The border
police also spent at least 20 minutes examining a motorcycle, checking its plate,
serial number, and attempting to look under the seat.
5 May 2018: On Prayer Road, while Israeli settlers were walking to the synagogue, two Palestinian men were stopped and body searched by Israeli soldiers.
Other Palestinians who were walking along Prayer Road were escorted by armed
soldiers, and had to wait until settlers were not around, delaying the movement
of Palestinians in the area.
30 May 2018: Five border police patrolled the Old City for approximately one
hour. They stopped and checked the IDs of at least 26 young and middle-aged
men during that time. They stopped the traffic several times.
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At Abed’s checkpoint, an Israeli soldier body searches an adult male on his way to prayer.

25 June 2018: CPT was called at 16:35, when five border police were patrolling
the Old City. During this patrol they searched two cars and four stores, checked
23 IDs, and conducted two body searches.

Checkpoint Activity
At present in al-Khalil there are over 100 physical obstacles, including 20 permanently staffed checkpoints, 11 partial checkpoints, and roadblocks that are enforced and maintained by the Israeli military to restrict Palestinians’ freedom of
movement and to assert control over the Palestinian population (see OCHA’s
report from February 2018 on the humanitarian impact of Israeli settlements in
Hebron City).
These restrictions of movement are in direct violation of Article 3 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights: “Everyone has the right to freedom of movement
and residence within the border of each state.”

14

Checkpoints directly affect the lives of everyone who attempts to pass through,
whether they are granted entry or denied. If they are granted access, Palestinians still face humiliating treatment by Israeli border police and soldiers, including
delays, body searches, bag searches, ID checks, detainments and arrests. If they
are denied, Palestinians are denied not only freedom of movement, but access to
education, medical care, job opportunities, family visits, and recreation.
CPT attempts to document these tangible infringements on Palestinian rights.
What CPT cannot document are the indirect consequences of checkpoints, which
deeply affect the social fabric of al-Khalil and change the way the community interacts with each other.

At the Mosque checkpoint, Israeli soldiers stop two men walking in the market.

The official justification by the Israeli government is that the checkpoints inside
al-Khalil serve “security purposes,” protecting settlers living in Palestinian neighborhoods from Palestinian violence. But the security façade is easily exposed,
because checkpoints are circumventable and thus only serve to make Palestinian
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life more difficult, leading to a fragmentation of Palestinian neighborhoods and
forced transfer.
Whereas most of the checkpoints are open 24hrs a day, one checkpoint near
Ibrahimi Mosque is closed every evening around 21:00 and opened again in the
morning, imposing a nightly curfew on the Palestinian population in this area. In
order to circumvent this checkpoint, Palestinians must take a half-hour long detour on an extremely steep route. These checkpoints are a measure of collective
punishment explicitly banned by International Humanitarian Law, and their presence affects each and every Palestinian.
Below is one example of the restrictions that people face when passing through
checkpoints in al-Khalil. Please note that other examples of the daily restrictions
and humiliations that Palestinians face can be found in the section on Restrictions
on Religious Freedom, as well as in CPT Palestine’s Semester School Report.
These examples represent only a fraction of the routine daily restrictions that
occur in al-Khalil.
4 April 2018: CPT documented the arbitrary search of a woman’s bag at the
Mosque checkpoint. Immediately after that search, Israeli personnel searched
two suitcases belong to a family of two men, two women and two children. The
search lasted for ten minutes. Meanwhile, the checkpoint was closed, forcing 15
people to wait behind the turnstile.

Settler Violence
Al-Khalil is the only city in the Israeli-occupied Palestinian West Bank where illegal
Israeli settlements are located right in the heart of the Palestinian city, adjacent to
Palestinian communities. Therefore, al-Khalil is often referred to as a ‘microcosm
of the occupation.’
Israeli settlements are a direct violation of Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which states that it is illegal for an occupying power to “deport or transfer
parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” Israeli settlements also breach Article 55 of the Hague Regulations, which states that the
occupying power is responsible for safeguarding occupied properties and maintain the status quo.
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Given the close proximity of these illegal Israeli settlements to Palestinian neighborhoods, incidents in which settlers harass and attack Palestinians are commonplace. Settlers enjoy virtual impunity for their actions, and often receive
protection from the occupying forces regardless of their behavior. In the Palestinian market, the Hebron Rehabilitation Committee installed wire meshing as
an attempt to protect Palestinians and visitors from materials that settlers throw
down from the windows of settlements, including rubbish, debris, excrement and
stones. However, the meshing does not protect from liquids such as urine, eggs,
and chemicals, which are also thrown by settlers.
Every Saturday since the early 2000s, settlers invade the market accompanied
by a large group of Israeli forces. During this incursion, Palestinian movement is
severely restricted in order to facilitate settler movement, and at times soldiers
are stationed on the roofs of Palestinian family homes to provide an overview of
this intrusion into the Palestinian market.
With settler violence and harassment so commonplace, and with nowhere to
address these issues (other than Israeli police stations within illegal settlements
that are unlikely to even accept a complaint), many incidents go unreported. The
following incidents, witnessed by CPT, serve to illustrate these issues.
3 April 2018: For the Jewish holiday of Passover, which usually attracts a high
number of visiting settlers to al-Khalil, additional settler incursions took place
within the Old City. For about four hours, different groups of settlers were taken
through the Palestinian market throughout the afternoon (more than 500 settlers
total over this time period). Israeli forces had begun patrolling hours prior, and
drove two small military jeeps into the tiny alleyways of the market.
CPT monitors, stationed along the route that the settlers would be taking, documented six ID checks of Palestinians by Israeli soldiers. Restrictions on movement
already in place are commonly re-enforced and increased even more during Jewish
holidays.
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Israeli forces drive through the Palestinian market with small army jeeps in preparation for hours of settler
incursions into this Palestinian space during the Jewish holiday of Passover.

5 May 2018: Roughly 40 settlers accompanied by 15 Israeli soldiers and six Israeli border police entered the Palestinian market for the regular Saturday settler
incursion. On this particular day, the incursion, impeding Palestinian movement
and daily life, lasted for about one hour.
4 June 2018: A settler woman driving past Palestinian shops, on a road where
Palestinian movement is limited to pedestrians, swerved towards a group of Palestinians walking down the street. This incident occurred directly in front of an
Israeli military checkpoint, near Ibrahimi Mosque. Luckily, no one was injured.
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A group of settlers accompanied by Israeli soldiers in the Palestinian market, interrupting Palestinian daily
life.

Use of Force
The Israeli forces use a wide arsenal of weaponry against the Palestinian civil
population, including tear gas, sound grenades, skunk water, rubber coated steel
bullets and live ammunition. The use of these weapons is particularly common
at checkpoints, both within the H2 and H1 areas, despite the latter supposedly
being under full Palestinian control.
6 April 2018: Israeli forces were in H1, the area officially under full Palestinian
control, firing tear gas at young Palestinians. Additionally, they sprayed foulsmelling skunk water at houses and the streets three times, in an act of clear
collective punishment.

19

Deployment of weapons
The following numbers represent the
direct monitoring of CPT members
during nine different incidents, and
thus only a fraction of the overall
use of force by Israeli personnel in
al-Khalil.
• Sound grenades: 154
• Tear gas canisters: 158
• Rubber coated steel bullets: 7
• Live ammunition: 35
• Skunk water: 3
13 April 2018: Israeli forces entered H1 and occupied a Palestinian building in
the Bab iZaweyeh area. Once the soldiers exited the building, with a young Palestinian in a headlock (see the section on Child Detainment and Arrest), they shot
several rounds of what appeared to be blank bullets at young Palestinians who
were throwing stones towards the building as they exited.
Different soldiers attempted to break into a health center later on, hammering at
it and breaking the lock, but they did not successfully break the door open. As
this was going on, Israeli forces pushed away human rights monitors and press
several times, attempting to prevent them from documenting the illegal break-in
which took place without a warrant.
8 May 2018: After a few young boys threw stones in the direction of the highly
fortified Salaymeh checkpoint, Israeli border police fired several tear gas canisters
at them.

20

Israeli forces spray skunk water into Palestinian streets in the H1 area.

As reported by B’Tselem, tear gas is a chemical irritant that can severely
affect the eyes, the respiratory system, and the mucous membranes of
the nose and throat. According to Israeli military regulations, the use of
tear gas is reserved for self-defense or crowd control. Israeli forces tend to
fire tear gas canisters and sound grenades at small groups of children and
young adults who throw small stones towards fortified checkpoints after
demonstrations.
10 May 2018: Israeli forces had already gone outside Qitoun checkpoint/209
and into the Palestinian neighborhood, when a few stones were thrown towards
the fortified checkpoint. Israeli forces immediately shot sound grenades and tear
gas canisters into the Palestinian civilian neighborhood.
For over two hours, the Israeli forces slowly moved further into the Palestinian
neighborhood, shooting sound grenades and tear gas canisters. As the soldiers
split into two groups, they attempted to arrest a boy from the street, but were
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not successful. The soldiers also aimed their assault rifles directly at children as
students were being dismissed from class.

Israeli forces in an alleyway in Bab iZaweyeh, one of them pointing his assault rifle at Palestinians.

Home Raids
This section describes several incidents that took place at the same family home
over the period of nine days. This incident illustrates how Israeli forces continuously harass Palestinians over prolonged periods of time, over a single issue. The
family in this incident lives on the tiny strip of segregated Shuhada Street where
Palestinian pedestrians are still allowed (whereas the majority of the street has
been reserved exclusively for the use of Israeli settlers).
2 June 2018: A Palestinian family on Shuhada Street asked CPT for presence
after Israeli soldiers gave an order that the front door of their house would be
welded shut within an hour. Throughout this time, large groups of settlers were
present, with one of them violently banging on the door in an attempt to intimidate the family. The soldiers returned about three and a half hours later telling
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the family that they would not weld the door shut.
7 June 2018: Israeli forces entered the Palestinian family’s home early in the
morning and detained the family, including two small children (three and four
years old), in one room. They confiscated their phones to ensure that they would
not be able to inform anyone of the invasion or to document the incident. Later
in the afternoon of the same day, the Palestinian community opened up the door
without soldiers or settlers interfering.
10 June 2018: Soldiers welded the door shut again without any prior notice. A
Palestinian man that had been resisting the soldiers had to be carried through the
checkpoint to reach an ambulance, as a result of heart problems.
Once the soldiers left, the mother of the family told CPTers (through the weldedshut door) that soldiers had beaten her upon entering, and then she showed them
a wall that the soldiers had knocked down in order to open a separate entrance
for them onto another street, which is located outside an area that the Israeli
forces had declared a “closed military zone” in 2015 (including Shuhada Street).

Palestinians communicate through the welded-shut door of a Palestinian family home on Shuhada Street.
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Patrols by Israeli Forces
Patrols are a tactic employed routinely by the Israeli forces as a means of intimidation and harassment of the Palestinian civilian population, mainly in the Old
City of al-Khalil (H2 area), but at times also in the H1 area. These patrols rarely
follow a routine, making it impossible for Palestinians in these areas to reliably
avoid them. Thus, Palestinians are constantly at risk of being stopped, checked,
interrogated, delayed and humiliated.
8 May 2018: For about half an hour while CPT was monitoring, Israeli forces in
the Old City stopped all traffic, only allowing taxis to pass, searching all cars with
Israeli license plates. CPT was ordered not to take any photographs.
20 June 2018: Israeli border police prevented a Palestinian man and two young
boys from reaching their homes in the Old City, forcing them instead to wait until
the police themselves had moved on. Furthermore, they aggressively stopped all
cars attempting to pass, yelling at the drivers. One of the drivers was ordered
to leave his car and was then aggressively body-searched against the wall and
detained for several minutes.

A Palestinian man is body-searched by Israeli border police.
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During this reporting period, CPT monitored three patrols during which Israeli
forces, in the time that CPT monitored, did not stop or check anyone. These
patrols, nevertheless, are a sign of the power of Israeli forces to invade Palestinian
public spaces, and a show of their force.

Human Rights Monitors

A CPTer stands beside a Palestinian boy as he waits for a settler incursion to end, so that he can continue
his way on his bike.

Human rights observers are also targeted by the Israeli military, as well as by
Israeli settlers. This section will explore common difficulties that CPT members
and other human rights monitors face when trying to monitor and document violations committed.
CPT’s movement in the entire Old City of al-Khalil is restricted on a daily basis
due to difficulties passing through checkpoints, being ID checked, or being forced
by soldiers or border police to move away from an incident. Monitors also experience threats of arrest, confiscation of cameras and destruction of photographic
25

evidence, as well as soldiers illegally handling and photographing passports with
their personal phones.
Below are some of the main incidents that CPT monitors experienced during this
period.

ID Checks
6 June 2018: Two CPTers were approached by Israeli border police while they
monitored the mosque during prayer time. The police asked for their passports
and asked what they were doing there. After CPTers said they were volunteering
with CPT, the police made calls while holding their passports. Five minutes later
they returned the passports with the order that the CPTers must move from
the area. The area they were moved to was less effective, as the view of the
checkpoint was obstructed.

ID Photographed
4 April 2018: After documenting the arrest of a man at Abed’s checkpoint, Israeli border police demanded that CPTers show their passports, and questioned
them about photos they had taken of the incident. The border police took photos of the CPTers’ passports and forced them to delete the photos that they had
taken.
6 May 2018: While attending a protest close to the Givat Havot jail, two CPTers
were stopped in the middle of the protest by border police and asked for their
passports. No reason was given for the request. The border police took their
passports, walked across the street and photographed them.
21 May 2018: Two CPTers were stopped and had their passports photographed
by border police while on the way to the al-Ein Humrah Kindergarten in the afternoon.
23 May 2018: CPTers were walking past Mafia checkpoint on their way to the
al-Ein Humrah kindergarten when border police stopped them and forced them
to show their passports. The border police proceeded to photograph their passports.
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A Soldier holds the passport of a CPTer and takes photos of it. Often, it is possible to see the soldiers
sharing these photos via text message.

Use of Force
10 June 2018: A Palestinian family who moved to Shuhada Street a few weeks
earlier had had their home raided several times and their door welded shut, preventing the family from leaving the house (see the section on Home Raids). The
family called CPT and requested their presence, because soldiers were at their
house again. When CPT arrived, Israeli forces attempted to keep both Palestinians and internationals away from the incident by denying passage through the
main access point at Shuhada checkpoint/56 and physically blocking anyone who
tried to get close to the incident.
29 June 2018: During prayer time, CPTers were standing next to the mosque
when the border police approached them and ordered them to move, saying they
were not allowed on that street.
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Detainment
2 May 2018: CPT team members were accompanying the kindergarten teacher’s
assistant from her job when she was pulled aside by border police for a bag check.
In the course of the search, CPT expressed concern over the length of time she
was being held. They asked for the reason behind it, and asked why the border police needed to check her ID. As a result, the border police required that the CPT
team members also present their passports, which were photographed. They
were threatened with arrest for remaining present with the Palestinian woman.
A superior officer was called and came to the checkpoint, where he examined
the CPT passports and inquired about their work with CPT. CPT responded that
they were volunteers. In the end, the officer returned the passports, but required
that they leave the checkpoint. CPTers wanted to remain with the woman, but
the border police refused to return her ID until the CPTers stepped aside. When
CPT walked a few feet away, the police returned her ID. The total amount of time
detained by border police was around 30 minutes.
10 May 2018: When walking to Qitoun checkpoint/209 to monitor the school
areas, two CPTers and five delegates were stopped at the Mosque checkpoint,
forced to show their passports, and told to go in to the checkpoint at the entrance
of the Ibrahimi Mosque. Inside, Israeli border police took the passports of all
seven monitors and photographed them. border police took the delegate leader
into a closed area behind a door for approximately two minutes, where they spoke
to him, asking where they were from, and getting physically close to him. A couple
of minutes later, a full-time CPT member was taken to a separate room, asked
the same questions, and threatened with deportation. The detainment lasted 10
minutes in total.

Arrest
18 April 2018: Two CPTers were accompanying a 13-year-old boy who was
being detained by Israeli soldiers without a guardian present. The monitors informed the soldiers multiple times that they would wait with the boy until his
father arrived. The two CPTers followed the soldiers to the Avraham Avinu settlement and entered the gate along with the boy and his brother. At no point did
soldiers tell CPTers to leave.
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CPT remained with the boy inside the settlement while he detained called his
father and told him to come. The soldiers then moved him to Shuhada Street. At
this point, a soldier from the watchtower came down and demanded the CPTers’
passports. CPT said that they would give him their passports, but they would
be staying with the boy until his father came. Immediately after the soldier took
their passports, he zip tied the CPTers’ hands.
The CPTers were detained inside the settlement for an hour and a half, waiting
for the Israeli police to arrive. The soldiers refused to tell CPT why they were
waiting or why they were being detained. The CPTers were then taken to Kiryat
Arba police station in a police car. Inside the car, soldiers removed the zip ties
that were restraining the CPTers.
At the police station, Israeli police told the CPTers that they were accused of interfering with soldiers and pushing a soldier. Two hours later, CPTers were finally
permitted to call their lawyer.
Police interrogated the two CPTers for 30 minutes each. Their statement was
taken and written in Hebrew. Both refused to sign the Hebrew document, as
they do not speak or read Hebrew. Later CPTers were taken to another room
to be fingerprinted, DNA swabbed and photographed.
The CPTers were allowed to leave seven hours after the incident. During this
time the Israeli police refused to let the CPTers answer calls from CPT’s lawyer
or to let them return the calls.
Both CPTers were released on the conditions that they would leave Hebron for
15 days and would not speak to the family or the soldiers involved in the incident
for 30 days.

New Bill in the Knesset: “Prohibition against photographing and documenting IDF Soldiers”
Member of Knesset Robert Ilatov, with the support of Defense Minister Avigdor
Liberman, has proposed a bill that reads: “Anyone who filmed, photographed,
and/or recorded soldiers in the course of their duties, with the intention of undermining the spirit of IDF soldiers and residents of Israel, shall be liable to five
29

years imprisonment. Anyone intending to harm state security will be sentenced
to 10 years’ imprisonment.”
According to Haaretz, this proposed legislation aims to “silence criticism of the
army, and in particular to prevent human rights organizations from documenting
the Israeli army’s actions in the territories. The bill does serious harm to freedom
of the press and the public’s right to know what the reality is and especially what
the ‘people’s army’ is doing in its name and on its behalf.”
CPT Palestine’s work is based on documentation of human rights violations against
Palestinians through photographing and filming these acts. This bill is a great
concern for our advocacy work. We recognize it as a dangerous tactic used to
target journalists and human rights monitors who document the abuses of the
Israeli forces.

Restrictions on Religious Freedom
Ramadan is the Muslim holy month of fasting. During Ramadan, Muslims abstain
from all food, beverages, romantic relationships, and smoking from sunrise to
sunset.
During Ramadan, many Muslims go to the mosque to perform some or all of the
five daily prayers. Given its importance in Islam, thousands come to pray in the
Ibrahimi Mosque, which is surrounded by several Israeli military checkpoints. The
delays and humiliations at those checkpoints by Israeli forces are a clear violation
of the right to freedom and exercise of religion. This becomes even more obvious
during Ramadan, when these greater numbers of Palestinians come to Ibrahimi
Mosque for prayer.
This year, Ramadan took place from May 17 to June 14, and the end of Ramadan
was celebrated with ‘Eid al-Fitr’ from June 15 to 17. On the first day of Eid, men
customarily visit their relatives, while women receive the visitors in their home.
In occupied al-Khalil, given the countless movement restrictions and checkpoints,
particularly in the Old City, celebrating this important feast is made difficult.
Since the Israeli forces declared Tel Rumeida and Shuhada Street neighborhood
a “closed military zone” in November 2015, only Palestinians registered at the
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checkpoint as residents have been allowed access. In the years since then, the
restriction has not always been lifted for the occasion of Eid. Families in this area
are thus deprived of their religious and cultural practices through restrictions imposed by Israeli forces.
CPT had a presence during all Friday noon prayers at Ibrahimi Mosque, documenting the number of Palestinians worshiping at the mosque and the stops and
checks by the occupying forces. Due to the large number of Palestinians arriving
in a limited amount of time, and the relatively small number of CPT monitors,
CPT cannot represent with certainty the number of individuals who passed the
checkpoint or were stopped and checked. The data shared, however, give an
estimation of the human rights violations by Israeli forces during Ramadan.

Palestinian men pray outside the al-Ibrahimi Mosque on Friday noon prayer during Ramadan, under the
surveillance of Israeli forces.

18 May 2018: On the first Friday of Ramadan, between 11:30 and 12:50, CPT
documented around 1700 men, 600 women, almost 300 girls and almost 2000
boys passing through the checkpoints on their way to Ibrahimi Mosque for the
noon prayer. Israeli forces especially targeted men for body searches, or forced
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them to take off their belts before passing through the metal detector at the
checkpoint, causing further delays.
At the Mosque checkpoint there is a second checkpoint, usually opened during
Ramadan to allow for a quicker passage, but it remained closed throughout the
day. Thus, Palestinians were forced to wait for a long time to be able to pass and
reach the mosque for prayer, with some being delayed beyond the start of the
noon prayer.
25 May 2018: On the second Friday of Ramadan, approximately 2300 men, 750
women, 400 girls and 1200 boys came to pray for the noon prayer at Ibrahimi
Mosque. In contrast to the week before, Israeli forces opened a second checkpoint that leads from the Palestinian market towards the mosque, facilitating Palestinian movement towards the mosque.

Palestinans wait at the Mosque checkpoint while Israeli forces delay crowds of worshippers from the noon
prayer.

At these two checkpoints, 72 men were ID checked, 31 men were forced to
take off their belts at metal detectors, and 60 men were forced to lift up their
32

shirts and trouser-legs, take off their jackets and wait in undershirts, or be body
searched by Israeli forces. One boy, a minor, was forced to lift up his shirt and
trouser-legs. Additionally, 15 women were bag searched.
At one point, Israeli forces walked over recently laid out mats for prayer with
their boots on, disregarding religious practice. These mats are supposed to give
a clean surface for prayer and should not be stepped on with shoes.
1 June 2018: On the third Friday of the holy month of Ramadan, Between 11:30
and 13:30, CPTers documented approximately 2030 men, 780 women, 280 girls
and 1100 boys arriving to pray.
The Israeli occupying forces used metal barriers to segregate a 100-meter section
of road below the mosque, forcing Muslims to walk along a narrow edge of the
sidewalk up to Abed’s checkpoint, while Israeli settlers and tourists walked freely
through the area. As the mosque filled and people began to congregate outside,
a security balloon flew overhead and a drone flew low above the crowds. It is
unclear if the drone was operated by Israeli military or settlers, but the camera
was very clearly recording the worshippers.
By the mosque checkpoint, over 40 men were either stopped, required to present
their ID, or body searched by Israeli forces. In addition, four young boys were
stopped, two of whom were body searched.
11 June 2018: Laylat al Qadr, or the Night of Power, is the holiest night of the
year for Muslims. On that night, Muslims spend the hours from 9.00 pm to 3.00
am in prayer at mosques. CPT monitors witnessed as Israeli forces stopped and
body searched approximately 137 young men during three of these hours.

Conclusion
CPT’s continued presence in al-Khalil has shown a systematic humiliation and oppression of the Palestinian people by the Israeli forces, which we have documented
here. Israeli military and border police patrols, leading to searches, detainments,
and arrests, are carried out routinely and arbitrarily against both adults and children. Palestinians lack any means to address wrongful arrests and face a 99%
conviction rate under Israeli military law.
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The period of three months represented in this report has been marked by increased restrictions of movement at the checkpoints, especially during Ramadan,
with a higher number of worshippers coming to the Ibrahimi Mosque, and more
visitors coming to visit family during the holiday. The occupying forces systematically infringe on Palestinians’ basic human right to freedom of religion by delaying
or denying access to the al-Ibrahimi Mosque for prayer.
CPT has serious concerns about the new bill in the Israeli Knesset that would
make photographing and recording soldiers a criminal offense. As soldiers and
border police already use their power to restrict CPT’s ability to document incidents, this would give them legal leverage to severely deter the work of CPT and
also that of the Palestinian community, and ultimately allow for further impunity
of the illegal actions of the Israeli military and settlers.
CPT provides this report as evidence to be used publicly to denounce the Israeli
occupation of Palestine and work towards change to ensure justice and human
rights for the Palestinian people.

34

