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Pictured here: A father walks his son to school through Qitoun checkpoint. (All photos in this 

document are taken by CPT unless credited otherwise) 
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).42/$5#4)/.  

Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) provides an ongoing protective presence at three military 

checkpoints located in the H2 area of Hebron1: Qitoun Checkpoint/2092, Salaymeh 

Checkpoint/293 and Al Ein Humrah checkpoint4. CPT monitors these locations at the request 

of local Palestinians, because they are widely understood to be places where the rights and 

ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ IŜōǊƻƴΩǎ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΦ /ǳǊrently seven schools, 

two kindergartens, a community playground and a health center are all located in the vicinity 

of these three locations. Throughout the school year CPT monitors human rights abuses, 

collects data and responds to emergencies and incidents, which occur at or near these sites. 

This report is based on data gathered over the course of the fall semester: 28th August 2016 

ς 12th January 2017, at all three checkpoints. 

 

άIn H2 Hebron the right to education is not fulfilled in a number of ways. 6,791 girls and 

4,538 boys are attending 29 schools in H2. Approximately 37% (4,200) of those students 

are limited in their access to education due to freedom of movement restrictions, including 

checkpoints on their way to and from school.5έ 

 

Based on the data collected during this reporting period CPT reiterates the same fundamental 

concerns raised in previous school semester reports: In addition to the basic restriction of 

movement imposed by the military installations, Israeli forces violate other rights of 

Palestinian children and their teachers on a regular basis, as they walk to and from school. 

These violations include unwarranted bag and body searches, detention, use of force, school 

raids and closures, and injuries caused by excessive inhalation of tear gas. The data 

substantiates extensive anecdotal testimony from Palestinians of all ages and walks of life, 

which asserts that children and teachers face daily systemic and structural oppression on their 

way to and from school in H2. This systematic and structural ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 

consistent isolation of at least four of the basic rights outlined in the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights6, as well as Principle 8 of the 1959 Declaration of the Child7:  

Principle 8: The child shall in all circumstances be among the first to receive protection and 

relief. 

                                                           
1 The city of Hebron is divided into two sections: H1, controlled by the Palestinian Authority and H2 
(roughly 20% of the city), controlled by Israel.    
2 Also known as Pharmacy, or Abu al Rish Checkpoint.   
3 Also known as Diwan al Rajabi or 160 Checkpoint. 
4 Also known as the Kindergarten Checkpoint. 
5 United Nations 2016, Joint UN Strategy for Hebron, p 12. 
6 http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html 
7 https://www.unicef.org/1959-Declaration-of-the-Rights-of-the-Child.pdf 
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Article 26: Everyone has the right to education. 

 

Article 5: No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 

or punishment. 

 

Article 9: No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 

 

Article 13: Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the 

borders of each state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture here: A boy passes through Qitoun checkpoint as a military vehicle pulls up. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured here: A soldier monitors from outside the checkpoint, a group of children 

at Salaymeh 
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Pictured here: Children being held up at Qitoun checkpoint on their way to school. 
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CPT MONITORING SITES 
 

Please note that due to the fortification of Qitoun/Checkpoint 209 and Salaymeh/Checkpoint 

29, a monitorΩs ability to see what is happening to Palestinians as they pass through is severely 

restricted: A child must first pass through an initial turnstile, before walking down a restricted 

path, they then enter a container with a metal detector, this is where searches and checks 

take place. Once they exit the container the child must walk through another turnstile before 

exiting the checkpoint. It is these containers that limit a monitorΩs ability to see exactly what 

is happening inside of the checkpoint, therefore figures recorded by CPT in regards to stops, 

searches, checks and detainments, might actually be higher. In addition to not being able to 

fully see what is happening inside the checkpoints, CPT has been regularly asked by the Border 

Police to move away or leave the area, further hindering the recording of accurate figures. 

The checkpoints are both staffed by three Border Police, one of whom is in the observation 

tower. On one occasion CPTers were detained at Qitoun/Checkpoint 209 and had their 

passports taken from them. On numerous occasions CPTers were denied entry at the al-

Ibrahimi Mosque Checkpoint, which is our main entrance point to Quiton/Checkpoint 209 and 

Salaymeh/Checkpoint 29. This causes seriously delays, and sometimes means CPTers are 

unable to make it to the checkpoints on time.  

Qitoun/Checkpoint 209 
 

Qitoun/Checkpoint 209 is located in a Palestinian neighborhood iƴ IŜōǊƻƴΩǎ Iн ŀǊŜŀΣ ǎƻǳǘƘ 

of the al-Ibrahimi Mosque. For Palestinians, the checkpoint is only open to pedestrians. Many 

of the children who attend Beit Al Mokdes Early Primary and Kindergarten, Al Hajareeya Girls 

School, Al Faihaa Girls School, Theu Alnoorein Girls School, Tarek Bin Ziyad Boys School and 

Ibrahimi Boys School must pass through this checkpoint each day on their way to and from 

school. The Red Crescent Health Center, Al Zaharah Playground, and the Neighborhood 

Ceramics School are also accessed by way of Qitoun/Checkpoint 209. In April 2016, the 

checkpoint was rebuilt as a permanent and fortified building making it difficult for Human 

Rights Observers to see what is happening to Palestinians as they pass through.  

Data 1: Students and Teachers 

The following pie charts illustrate the average daily number of students and teachers passing 

through Qitoun/Checkpoint 209 from August 2016 ς January 2017: 
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άThe lack of safe access to education has thus 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ 

result in a decrease in school attendance, an increased dropout rate and displacement or 

separation of families as they seek solutions to get their 

children to school elsewhere.έ8 

 

Data 2: Stops, Checks and Searches 

As well as recording how many children, teachers and other adults pass through 

Qitoun/Checkpoint 209, CPT observes, documents and reports any human rights violations 

committed by Israeli Border Police. These violations include the number of students and 

teachers who are stopped for questioning, ID checked, bag checked (particularly of minors), 

body checked and detained. It is important to once again note that due to the fortification of 

the checkpoints, the ability to see all checks, body and bag searches is difficult. The figures 

documented are ones which monitors observed or were reported at the time to monitors.  

 

                                                           
8 United Nations 2016, Joint UN Strategy for Hebron, p 13. 
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The following charts show how many times students and teachers experienced such stops, 

checks, and searches per semester at Qitoun/Checkpoint 209: 

 

   
 

Student Checks: The highest number of boys being stopped was on 24th October, 2016 when 

6 boys were stopped. This was the day with the highest bag checks for boys, which also 

amounted to 6. 

Teacher Checks: On the 6th November, 2016 the highest number of female teacher ID checks 

took place, with 5 female teachers being checked. The highest recorded number of male 

teacher ID checks occurred on the 13th November, 2016 with 5 ID checks taking place. On 19th 

October, 2016 3 male teachers were body searched and ID checked. 

 

Data 3: Military Use of Force 

Palestinian students and teachers living in Hebron repeatedly face tear gas and stun grenades. 

Whilst during this school semester the use of rubber bullets, live fire and skunk water have 
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CPT documented 16 boys being 

stopped on their way to school 

through Qitoun checkpoint. 13 

boys had their bags checks and 

3 boys had body checks.  

 

CPT documented 77 Male 

Teacher ID checks, and 24 

Female Teacher ID checks. 8 

Male Teachers were seen to be 

body checked. 2 Male Teachers 

and 13 Female Teacher had 

their bags checked. 

 



 

ф                                                                                                                                                                     
 

CHRISTIAN PEACEMAKER TEAMS: PALESTINE |  SCHOOL SEMESTER REPORT FEBRUARY 2017 

not been employed, as they have been in the past, they are still part of the arsenal of weapons 

available to the Israeli MilitaryΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǎŜƴŀƭ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ 

military strategy of mass intimidation and collective punishment that characterizes its 

occupation of the Palestinian Territories. These violent measures present significant physical, 

psychological and health threats to the Hebron community, especially, but not exclusively to, 

IŜōǊƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  

 
During this reporting period CPT monitored and documented the Israelƛ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜ 

in the following categories:  

¶ Incidents when tear gas was used (including total number of tear gas canisters used).  

¶ Incidents when stun grenades were used (including total number of sound grenades 

used).  

 
Fortunately, during this period CPT documented no instances of Israeli use of live ammunition, 

no use of rubber bullets or skunk water, at any of the monitoring sites or at any of the schools 

in the area.  

Tear Gas and Stun Grenades: Tear gas is a chemical irritant that can severely affect the eyes, 

the respiratory system, and the mucous membranes of the nose and throat. According to 

Israeli military regulations, the use of tear gas is reserved for self-defensive crowd control. 

During school time, Israeli Border Police usually fire tear gas canisters in response to small 

numbers of young boys throwing stones. Rarely is there a crowd to control. On many 

occasions CPT distributes alcohol pads to students, teachers and other civilians to help them 

deal with the impacts of tear gas. Holding an alcohol pad over the nose and mouth reduces 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ŘƛǎŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƳŜǎΩ ƛǊǊƛǘŀƴǘǎΦ Those exposed to the gas often suffer 

tiredness and disorientation, which seriously impacts learning capabilities. As a consequence 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŦƻǊŎŜΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŀǊ ƎŀǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ 

result in their late arrival.  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ .Ω¢ǎŜƭŜƳ- The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied 

¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΥ ά{ǘǳƴ ƎǊŜnades are a diversionary weapon; whose explosion emits a bright light 

and a loud noise. They are designed to cause fear and panic, thereby enabling security forces 

ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǇƻǿŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ .Ω¢ǎŜƭŜƳ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 

regulations, stun grenades must be rolled on the ground, not thrown at people. Nevertheless, 

.Ω¢ǎŜƭŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ǎǘǳƴ ƎǊŜƴŀŘŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ 

ŀǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΣ ƻǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎǊƻǿŘΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊƴǎΦέ  

The data below shows the use of tear gas and stun grenades at Qitoun/Checkpoint 209 over 

the five-month period from August 2016 ς January 2017: 
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The peak usage of tear gas at Qitoun checkpoint occurred on the 8th September 2016, when a 

total of 13 tear gas canisters were fired in the morning, as children were on their way to 

school. After a grade one student threw stones at the checkpoint four Israeli Border Police 

responded. A group boys were gathered a few hundred meters away from the checkpoint. 

Israeli Border Police dispersed the crowd by shooting the 13 rounds of tear gas. 

 

A Palestinian teacher escorts two kindergarten students to school, as the tear gas fumes go 

off in the distance. 8th September 2016, Qitoun Checkpoint.   
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Salaymeh/Checkpoint 29 

Salaymeh/Checkpoint 29 is located in H2 and was upgraded to a permanent structure in 

August 2016. The checkpoint is used by students and teachers accessing Tarek Bin Ziyad Boys 

School, Khadeejeh Boys School, Khalil Boys School, the UN Boys School, and Al Faihaa Girls 

School. CPT coordinates its protective presence at Salaymeh Checkpoint in cooperation with 

International Solidarity Movement (ISM).  

Data 1: Students and Teachers 

The following pie charts illustrate the average daily number of students and teachers passing 

through Salaymeh/Checkpoint 209 from August 2016 ς January 2017: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ά/ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǇƭŀȅΣ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǎǘǊƻƴg and 

confident with the love and encouragement of their family and an extended community of 

caring adults. It is a previous time in which children should live free from fear, safe from 

ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ9 

                                                           
9 UNICEF, Childhood Under Threat: The State of the WorldΩs Children 2005.  
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Data 2: Stops, Checks and Searches 

As well as recording how many children, teachers and other adults pass through 

Salaymeh/Checkpoint 29, CPT observes, documents and reports any human rights violations 

committed by Israeli Border Police. These violations include the number of students and 

teachers who are stopped for questioning, ID checked, bag checked (particularly of minors), 

body checked and detained. It is important to once again note that due to the fortification of 

the checkpoints, the ability to see all checks, body and bag searches is difficult. The figures 

documented are ones which monitors observed or were reported at the time to monitors.  

 

The following charts show how many times students and teachers experienced such stops, 

checks, and searches per semester at Salaymeh/Checkpoint 29: 

 

 

 

Student Checks: The highest number of boys and girls being stopped occurred on September 

18th, 2016 when ISM documented 15 boys and 10 girls being stopped. Soldiers were 

particularly aggressive and intimidating to these children as they went through the checkpoint 

on their way home from school. The soldiers were shouting at the children over the 

loudspeaker and made 15 children wait for up to 5 minutes.  

Teacher Checks: No teachers were ID checked, body searched or bag checked going through 

Salaymeh checkpoint containerΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ through the 

checkpoint container on the way to school, rather they go through a turnstile separate to 

the fortified checkpoint. On their way home from teaching they must go through the 

container within the checkpoint. 
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CPT documented 29 boys and 

16 girls being stopped on 

their way to school through 

Salaymeh checkpoint. 19 

boys and 8 girls had their 

bags checked, while 2 boys 

had body checks.  
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Salaymeh checkpoint: A boy is being body searched as he passes the checkpoint on a school 

morning. 
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Data 3: Military Use of Force 

Please see above under Qitoun/Checkpoint 209 for information around military use of force, 

tear gas and stun grenades. 

 

The data below shows the use of tear gas and stun grenades at Salaymeh/Checkpoint 29 over 

the five-month period from August 2016 ς January 2017: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The peak usage of tear gas at Salaymeh/Checkpoint 29 occurred on the 29st August 2016, 

when 10 tear gas canisters were fired in the afternoon, as children were on their way home 

from school. 1 stun grenade was also fired in this incident.  

άIt was only the second day of the school semester. A young girl was walking towards the 

checkpoint, on her way home, when the stun grenade landed right in front of her. She ran 

away in the opposite direction, in tears. At the checkpoint the Israeli Border Police kept 

yelling at the children to wait, as they refused to open the gate for them to walk through to 

the other side. Some boys were made to show their hands to the Israeli Border Police, as they 

looked for dirt, as proof of stone-throwing. Not long after the stun grenade, the 10 rounds of 

tear gas were fired. This was both excessive force and collective punishment for all the school 

children and the whole neighborhood.έ10 

                                                           
10 A CPT monitorΩs account of 29th August 2016 
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Pictured here: Children run from the tear gas which was shot on the 29th August, 2016, at 

Salaymeh Checkpoint. (Photo credit ISM) 
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Pictured here: September 8th 2016, Israeli Border Force position themselves next to a medical 

center and fire tear gas canisters at children. 

 

 

 

 


