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INTRODUCTION
This Incident Report contains data collected over the last quarter, January through to
March 20171. The report is broken down into five main sections: Children Under
Occupation, Adults Under Occupation, Checkpoint Activity, Settlers in Al-Khalil/Hebron
and Human Rights Observers.
The information provided is the documentation of each instance of a human rights
violation by the Israeli military and Israeli settlers, witnessed by CPT, ISM or through
direct accounts recorded by them. These violations took place in two different areas
within Hebron:
i. H1: Under the control of the Palestinian Authority and home to approximately 120,000
Palestinians.
ii. H2: Under Israeli Military control due to the proximity of
illegal Israeli settlements to Palestinian neighbourhoods. This
is home to approximately 37,000 Palestinians and 600 Israeli
settlers.
These areas were decided upon within the 1997 Hebron
Protocol.
Please note that the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF), is a name
not used by CPT due to the misuse of the word ‘defense’.
Instead CPT refers to them as the Israeli Army or Israeli
Military.
It is important to be aware of the limitations in gathering this
data:

Christian Peacemaker
Teams Palestine is a faithbased organization that
supports Palestinian-led,
non-violent, grassroots
resistance to the Israeli
occupation and the unjust
structures that uphold it. By
working with local
Palestinian and Israeli
peacemakers and educating
people in our home
communities we strive to
help create a space for
justice and peace.

1. Due to the fortification of Qitoun/Checkpoint 209 and
Salaymeh/Checkpoint 29, a monitor’s ability to see what is
happening to Palestinians as they pass through is severely
restricted: A Palestinian must first pass through an initial
turnstile, before walking down a restricted path, they then enter a container with a metal
detector, this is where searches and checks take place. Once they exit the container the
person must walk through another turnstile before exiting the checkpoint. It is these
containers that limit a monitor’s ability to see exactly what is happening inside of the
checkpoint, therefore figures recorded by CPT in regard to stops, searches, checks and
detainments within a checkpoint, might actually be higher.
2. In addition to not being able to fully see what is happening inside the checkpoints,
CPT has been regularly asked by the Border Police to move away or leave the area,
further hindering the recording of accurate figures. The checkpoints are both staffed by
three Border Police, one of whom is in the observation tower. On one occasion CPTers
were detained at Qitoun/Checkpoint 209 and had their passports taken from them.
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Note some data was collected by the International Solidarity Movement (ISM)
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3. On numerous occasions CPTers were denied entry at the al-Ibrahimi Mosque
Checkpoint, which is the main entrance point to Qitoun/Checkpoint 209 and
Salaymeh/Checkpoint 29. This causes seriously delays, and sometimes means CPTers
are unable to make it to the checkpoints for their monitoring hours.
4. When monitoring human rights abuses by the Israel Army, CPTers use cameras to
film or capture photographic evidence of the event. On a number of occasions Israeli
soldiers forced monitors to delete their photographs from the camera in their presence
or would themselves forcefully take the camera and delete all the content. This meant
key evidence used to fully show what was happening during an incident was lost.
5. CPT has limited staff and resources to document all the human rights infractions that
take place and is limited in the ability to cover the entire area of Hebron. Israeli forces
are ever present on the street and checkpoints of the H2 region of Hebron, and hence
instances of arrest, detainment, ID checking and other manifestations of force and
control occur in many places at many times. CPT is not able to witness and document
all of these. Additionally, often times it is up to the local community to notify us when the
Israeli military have detained them, raided their home, beat them or so forth. In these
situations, they might not have the opportunity to call us; they may not have our
number, or they may feel that calling a human rights organization could only give the
Israeli regime more reason to oppress them. In many instances, cases of oppression go
undocumented for fear of Israeli reprisals.
In addition to the basic restriction of movement imposed by the Israeli military
installations, Israeli forces violate the rights of Palestinians on a daily basis. These
violations include unwarranted bag and body searches, detention, arrest, use of force,
school raids and closures, and injuries. The data substantiates extensive anecdotal
testimony from Palestinians of all ages and walks of life, which asserts that Palestinians
face daily systemic and structural oppression in everyday life.
This systematic and structural oppression is marked by Israel’s consistent violation of at
least five of the basic rights outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights2:
Article 3: Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.
Article 5: No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.
Article 9: No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.
Article 13: Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within
the borders of each State.
Article 17: Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association
with others. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.
The following information highlights the breaches of these articles and the systematic
oppression of the Palestinian people.
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http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
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Pictured here: A soldier looks on while a group of his colleagues restrict the movement
of this workman in the bulldozer, not allowing him to drive through because a settler tour
is about to start. 7th January 2017.
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Pictured here: 10-year-old Malak the day after he was beaten by Israeli Border Police.
14th January 2017.
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CHILDREN UNDER OCCUPATION
CPT provides an ongoing protective presence within the H2 area of Al-Khalil. CPT does
regular patrols throughout the Old City, including through the checkpoints located
throughout the Old City. CPT has witnessed countless occasions of human rights
abuses towards children. This systematic and structural oppression is marked by
Israel’s consistent isolation of at least four of the basic human rights outlined in the 1959
Declaration of the Child3:

Principle 1: The child shall enjoy all the rights set forth in this Declaration. Every
child, without any exception whatsoever, shall be entitled to these rights, without
distinction or discrimination on account of race, color, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status,
whether of himself or of his family.
Principle 2: The child shall enjoy special protection, and shall be given
opportunities and facilities, by law and by other means, to enable him to develop
physically, mentally, morally, spiritually and socially in a healthy and normal
manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity.
Principle 8: The child shall in all circumstances be among the first to receive
protection and relief.
Principle 10: The child shall be protected from practices which may foster racial,
religious and any other form of discrimination.
Many human rights abuses take place against Palestinian children on their route to
school. Please note that these incidents are not recorded in this report, but within a
specific School Semester Report produced by CPT each term. This School Semester
Report contains the recorded incidents of human rights violations against children:
Israeli Military use of force, stops, searches, checks and arrests as witnessed by CPT
and ISM. To read more, please refer to our latest School Semester Report, August 28th,
2016 – January 12th, 2017.
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https://www.unicef.org/1959-Declaration-of-the-Rights-of-the-Child.pdf
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Outlined below are incidents that involve children, that have taken place outside of a
school context and that are therefore not recorded in our School Semester Report. The
highest number of incidents happened in January, with three incidents recorded.
13th January 2017: 9 boys were stopped and detained at the Ibrahimi Mosque
Checkpoint on their way to Friday prayer.
14th January 2017: 10-year-old Malak was beaten by the
Israeli Border Police at Checkpoint 160/al-Sahle Street. There
were 6 Border Police present. CPT followed up with Malak the
next day and observed that his right eye was bruised, he had a
bandage over his head and hands swollen. Malak had to have
2 stitches on his head because of the injuries from the beating.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
MILITARY COURT WATCH
Human Rights Organization
that works on behalf of
Palestinian children in the
Israeli military judicial system
M.C.W Fact Sheet

24th January 2017: A 14-year-old boy was detained in the
Old City tunnels, by Israeli soldiers in the middle of the night.
To detain this boy, four soldiers forced him to the ground,
wrestling him to the ground for some minutes. They were very
aggressive and excessively forceful. They manhandled him as
they took him to the Military base at Bab al-Baledeya. He was
detained outside the base for some time, with his parents
trying to get him released. The soldiers then took him inside
the base. The boy was released after 3 hours from his
detainment.

DEFENSE OF CHILDREN
INTERNATIONAL
Human Rights Organization
that promote and protect the
rights of Palestinian
childcare in accordance with
the Convention on the Rights
of the Child
DCI

The soldiers detained two other boys on the same night within
the Old City. One of these boys was detained for 15 minutes outside of the military
base, the other being detained away from the military base, in the Old City tunnels.
11th March 2017: A Palestinian boy was stopped by the Israeli soldiers at Checkpoint
56. The soldiers assumed the boy had a knife, frisking him and verbally abusing him.
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Pictured Here: Two young boys and an adult are detained on Shalalah Street. 21st
March 2017.
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ADULTS UNDER OCCUPATION
The threat of detention and/or arrest by Israeli forces is a constant threat for the
Palestinian residents of Hebron. CPT classifies detention as an instance in which a
Palestinian is physically stopped and has their freedom of movement restricted. CPT
does not classify identification checks as detention. ID Checks are instances in which
the Israeli military ask Palestinians to present their
ID Cards and process their information within 20
minutes. Detentions are characterized by CPT as
the Israeli military stopping an individual for above
ADULT DETENTION AND
this 20-minute timeframe.
INTERNATIONAL LAW

Numerous Palestinian individuals who are held in
custody, potentially for days, are not necessarily
registered as ‘under arrest’, rendering many
oppressive practices surrounding this as ‘formally’
invisible. Within international legal frameworks,
deprivation of an individual’s liberty through
detention and/or arrest is only permissible in certain
circumstances. In occupied Hebron, however, it is
the arbitrariness of such deprivation which
constitutes a consistent violation of human rights.
Article 9.1 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or
detention”. This legal prohibition of arbitrariness
means that deprivations of liberty through detention
or arrest must not be motivated by discrimination, for
instance based on ethnicity.

Adult arrest and Civil and Political
Rights
Everyone has the right to liberty
and security of person. No one
shall be subjected to arbitrary
arrest or detention. No one shall be
deprived of his liberty except on
such grounds and in accordance
with such procedure as are
established by law.
Anyone who is arrested shall be
informed, at the time of arrest, of
the reasons for his arrest and shall
be promptly informed of any
charges against him.

The following incidents are occasions of adult ID
checks, detainment and arrest. The peak month was January with the highest recorded
incidents occurring, January the 17th saw 3 separate incidents recorded alone.
13th January 2017: 38 men were ID checked and delayed on their way to Friday
prayers.
14th January 2017: Israeli Paratroopers detained Ghassan, a 20-year-old Palestinian
man for 3 hours because he didn’t have his ID on him. He was taken inside the military
base at Bab el-Baledeya, blindfolded and his hands cabled tied for the entire time. The
soldiers kicked him and hit him with their guns.
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Pictured here: 39 men are detained at Bab al-Baledeya for up to an hour. 17th January
2017.
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Pictured here: Ghassan’s wrist 2 days after the detainment.16th January 2017.
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16th January 2017: A Palestinian man was detained by Israeli soldiers at Bab alBaledeya. One solider hit him in the eye.
17th January 2017: 39 men were detained at Bab alBaledeya for up to an hour, 9 men initially held for 30
minutes. After returning into their base, the soldiers
came out again an hour later, again ID checking
men.
17th January 2017: 2 men were body searched by
Israeli soldiers after being stopped in their vehicle
next to Bab al-Baledeya. Their car was also
searched.
17th January 2017: 30 men were stopped for 15 to
30 minutes at Bab al-Baledeya, having their ID
checked by Israeli soldiers.

Principles for Protection
A person shall not be kept in
detention without being given an
effective opportunity to be heard
promptly by a judicial or other
authority. A detained person
shall have the right to defend
himself or to be assisted by
counsel.
A detained person and his
counsel shall receive prompt and
full communication about the
detention decision.

20th January 2017: 7 men, between the ages of 25 30 were detained by Israeli Border Police near the Al
Ibrahimi Mosque, they were ID checked and made to
wait for up to 20 minutes.
23rd March 2017: 20-year-old Ghassan, who runs tours in Al-Khalil, was questioned
about his work: Initially they questioned him about a bag, claiming he had left a black
bag unattended on the street. They wanted to know what he tells tourists whilst giving
them tours, they questioned him specifically about a tour he had led the day before on
Shuhada Street. He was detained for around 30 mins.
30th March 2017: To commemorate Land Day the "Dismantle the Ghetto, Take Settlers
Out of Hebron" Campaign planted olive trees. Younes Arar, Anan Dana, Badea Dwaik,
and Ishaq Khateeb were arrested at the demonstration by the Israeli Border Police, on
charges of participating in an illegal demonstration and being in a closed military zone.
They were targeted due to their non-violent presence at the Open Shuhada Street
demonstrations last month. They spent 5 days in prison and had to pay 3500 ILS to be
released. Watch footage of their arrest here.
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Pictured Here: Badee Dwaik being arrested by the Israeli Military and Border Police.
30th March 2017.
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CHECKPOINT ACTIVITIES
Permanent checkpoints, temporary checkpoints, road blocks and other physical
obstructions are all used by the State of Israel to restrict a Palestinian’s freedom of
movement and to ensure that it maintains control over the West Bank. These
restrictions are in direct violation of Article 13 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights:
“Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the
borders of each state.”4
As of January 31st, 2017, there are 18 permanently staffed checkpoints within H2
Hebron. B’Teselem has compiled a list of these permanently staffed checkpoints, along
with a description for each one.
These checkpoints are a main gateway for many Palestinians to obtain direct access to
their homes, workplace, places of worship and basic needs. At these checkpoints,
Palestinians face humiliating treatment by Israeli Border Police and soldiers, including
delays, body searches, bag searches, ID checks, detainments and arrests. Recorded
below are the main incidents observed by CPT and ISM:
13th January 2017: At Checkpoint 56, a Palestinian man was forced by Israeli Soldiers
from the Paratroopers Brigade to leave a new born baby on the table inside the
container, with the soldiers stating that this was for a “security check”.
3rd March 2017: Men aged between 25 – 40 were stopped at the Al Ibrahimi Mosque
Checkpoint whilst making their way to Friday Prayer. These men were made to wait a
minimum of 15 minutes whilst their IDs were checked.
11th March 2017: Checkpoint 56 was completely closed for the Purim Parade, which
started on Shuhada Street and lasted a number of hours.

4

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
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Pictured here: Salaymeh checkpoint. February 2016.

Picuted here: Salaymeh checkpoint. The fortification of checkpoints throughout Al-Khalil
provides Israeli border police and soliders with more privacy to conduct ID, body and
bag checks without locals or forgein monitors being able to see. January 2017.
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Pictured Here: Men aged between 25 to 40 stopped at the Al Ibrahimi Mosque
Checkpoint and ID checked. 3rd March 2017.
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SETTLERS IN AL-KHALIL/HEBRON
Hebron is the only area in the West Bank that contains
illegal Israeli settlements adjacent to Palestinian
neighbourhoods. According to International Law Israeli
settlements are in direct violation of Article 49 of the Fourth
Geneva Convention, which states that it is illegal for an
occupying power to “deport or transfer parts of its own
civilian population into the territory it occupies” and also
breaches Article 55 of The Hague Regulations, which states
that the occupying power should safeguard occupied
properties and maintain the status quo.

SETTLEMENTS/SETTLER
VIOLENCE
Yesh Din - Human Rights
organization
For information on
settlements, settler violence,
accountability and
occupation policies, see
here.

There are six illegal Israeli settlements in the Hebron area:
1. Kiryat Arba: Situated on the outskirts of Hebron, this
illegal settlement was founded in 1968 and has approximately 7000 Israeli settlers
residing there.
2. Beit Hadassah: Located in H2 Hebron (Old City), and established as a settlement in
1979. There are approximately 20 families living within this complex.
3. Beit Romano: Located in H2 Hebron (Old City), this became a settlement in 1983 and
contains a Yeshiva school, which was built on-top of what was once a Palestinian boys
school and an Israeli Military camp, which was a Palestinian bus station. There are
approximately X settlers living within this settlement.
4. Tel Rumeida: Located in H2 on an archeological site next to a Palestinian
neighbourhood, it overlooks the Old City. It was established in 1984 and has a
population of approximately x settlers.
5. Avraham Avinu: Located in H2 Hebron (Old City), this settlement was established in
the early 1980’s and has a population of approximately 200 settlers.
6. Beit HaShalom/Beit Al-Rajabi: Located between Kiryat Arba and the Old City, with
settlers moving into this Palestinian building in 2014, this is the most recently
established settlement in Hebron.
This close proximity of illegal Israeli settlements to Palestinian neighbourhoods means
settler attacks are common. Harassment, verbal and physical violence are a frequent
occurrence. Settlements in Hebron are home to radical Jewish fundamentalists, who
promote anti-Palestinian ideologies – this contributes the most to the high level of
violence in the city. The settler violence is aimed at creating enough discomfort for
Palestinian families to leave the neighbouring areas they inhabit. For example, the souk
in the Old City has metal netting placed above it, as settlers from the Beit Hadassah and
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Avraham Avinu settlements would often throw objects to Palestinians passing below,
now liquids such as bleach are poured into the souk area. As a result, many Palestinian
families have chosen to move out of the H2 area.

SETTLER VIOLENCE (general)
CPT recorded 4 separate settler attacks during the reporting period (January – March
2017), with the highest number taking place in March around Checkpoint 56 and the Tel
Rumeida neighbourhood:
9th February 2017: Palestinians held a press conference on the steps of Cordoba
school in Tel Rumeida. Settlers arrived on the street, verbally abusing Palestinians
through a microphone, eventually five settlers managed to break through the soldiers
and access the Cordoba School. One settler pushed a Palestinian woman, while
another tried to rip flags from Palestinian hands.
4th March 2017: Settlers broke into the Shuhada Street Kindergarten. They climbed the
roof of the kindergarten and destroyed a Palestinian flag and security cameras.
5th March 2017: Settlers broke into the Shuhada Street Kindergarten, throwing rocks at
Palestinians within the vicinity. These settlers cut the fence next to the kindergarten
door to try and gain access to the grounds.
12th March 2017: During the Jewish holiday of Purim, a number of settlers tried to break
into the Shuhada Street Kindergarten, insulting and threatening Palestinians.
12th March 2017: Two settler children attacked a Palestinian family walking in the Tel
Rumeida area, it was witnessed by an Israeli soldier who gave the settler children a
hug.
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Pictured here: Settler children climb the fence into Shuhada street kindergarten in Tel
Rumeida, during the Jewish holiday of Purim. 12th March 2017.
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Pictured here: Settler woman pushes through the soldiers to put up an Israeli flag at
Cordoba School, Tel Rumeida. 9th February 2017.
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SETTLER INCURSION
The Settler Incursion takes place every Saturday afternoon, where a group of settlers,
prospective settlers and tourists “tour” the Old City of Hebron accompanied by Israeli
soldiers. The group size varies each week, with an average count of 35 people. The
number of soldiers can be up to double the amount of people within the tour. On Jewish
holidays, the number of participants on the Settler Incursion greatly increases, as do the
number of tours per day and the number of Palestinian areas being visited, including H1
Hebron, an area under the control of the Palestinian Authority.
For approximately one hour the group moves through the OId City, stopping at various
points where a guide from one of the illegal settlements in Hebron, gives the narrative of
the Jewish community in Hebron, claiming ethno-nationalist ownership. Israeli soldiers
will invade Palestinian homes to use their rooftops to watch over the settler incursion
and often Palestinians are prevented by Israeli soldiers from moving freely through the
Old City.
In general, the Settler Incursion creates a tense atmosphere in the Old City, with many
Palestinian shops closing early to avoid any physical or verbal abuse from Israeli
settlers and soldiers. Local Palestinians will avoid the area whilst the incursion takes
place as they do not want to be subjected to heightened racism, restriction of movement
or threats of violence. CPT provides protective presence to Palestinians during each
Settler Incursion that takes place.
CPT recorded one incident in January. Note that every settler tour Palestinians are
obstructed from moving freely, have their roofs occupied by Israeli forces, are verbally
abused, and are subject to the tensions of having a group of settlers walking past
residences:
21st January 2017: A group of settlers from the settler incursion entered a shop in the
Old City. The group interfered with the goods in the shop. The Israeli Border Police
were present but did not stop anything.
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Pictured Here: A group of Palestinian boys are prevented from passing the settler
incursion by the Israeli Military. 4th February 2017.
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HUMAN RIGHTS OBSERVERS
Human rights observers have also been targets of the Israeli military and settlers.
Common difficulties that CPTers face are access through checkpoints and to incidents,
being able to properly document incidents due to military interference and threats to
safety. Human rights observers were photographed frequently by the Israeli military during
this reporting period. Recorded below are the main incidents that occurred:

Access
Al Ibrahimi Mosque Checkpoint: Throughout the reporting period (January through
March) CPT were denied entry through the Mosque Checkpoint on several occasions.
CPTers were told that their presence was illegal and on one occasion were threatened
with being arrested if they continued to be in the area.
Checkpoint 209/Qitoun Checkpoint: CPT monitors were asked to move away from
the checkpoint several times.
Gilbert Checkpoint: Members of another human rights monitoring organization were
denied entry through this checkpoint on several occasions to do school monitoring.

Documentation
Photographing Incidents: On several occasions in January and February when the
Paratrooper Brigade were stationed in H2, CPTers and ISMers were asked to delete
their photographs of incidents from their camera, being threatened with the destruction
of the camera or arrest if they did not.

Safety
Threats: On 5th February 2017, a CPTer was detained for half an hour and verbally
abused during that time period, being told they were inciting violence by photographing
an incident, that they supported BDS and could be deported anytime, as well as verbal
attacks on their personhood.
Sexism: The sexualization of female human rights monitors was prevalent during the
period of January and February; comments were made by Israeli Paratrooper soldiers
to two ISM monitors and on four separate occasions toward a female CPTer. Including
lewd gestures.
Misuse of Identification: On more than a dozen occasions in January and February,
whilst passing through Checkpoint 56, members of a human rights monitoring
organization based in Hebron had their passports photographed.
On two separate occasions settlers took photos of CPTers passports when the border
police had possession of them.
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A female CPTer was being targeted by a particular patrol of paratroopers, she recounts the experience
below.
Each time I encountered these eight soldiers, I was greeted with “hey babe” remarks, “we miss you
babe” and lewd gestures. One soldier always referred to me as babe whenever he addressed me, he
was the one who always made lewd gestures toward me in my last few weeks of work.
On Saturday, the 4th of February one soldier followed me during the entire settler tour, constantly
questioning me about CPT and telling me that I was now his project.
The soldier stated: “Listen, I will take you as my project. You’re my project. I will kick you from our
country. I will kick your ugly face from this country… I know your game. I will take you,
specifically you. I will take you like a project. Smile, don’t worry. My project is to kick your ass from
our country. Listen to what I say to you, don’t hide.”
The following day I was stopped by him and one other soldier, who was the commander. The
commander took my passport and held me for almost half an hour at Bab al-Baledeya. Physically
preventing me from moving, and standing directly in my face the entire time. The soldier from the day
before had his phone out and was filming the entire interaction. The commander was yelling at me,
telling me that his soldiers had been reporting to him about me, that I was inciting violence and
interfering with the soldier’s work. He yelled abuse at me the entire time and threated to arrest me.
After 30 minutes my passport was given back and he let me go.
At the end, the soldier from the day before, who was filming, said “see, I told you, you were my
project. This is what I mean when I say you’re my project. And I am not done yet.”
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Pictured Here: A Israeli Paratrooper photographs a CPTer as they monitor the
Settler Incursion. 4th February 2017.
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