
christian peacemaker teams
PALESTINE

QUARTERLY REPORT
DEC 2014-MARCH 2015

USE OF FORCE p6-7 • CHILD ARREST p8-9 • ADULT ARREST p10-11 • HOME DEMOLITIONS p12-13

christian peacemaker teams
PALESTINE

QUARTERLY REPORT
DEC 2014-MARCH 2015



Christian Peacemaker Teams Palestine is a faith-based organization that supports 
Palestinian-led, non-violent, grassroots resistance to the Israeli occupation and 
the unjust structures that uphold it.  By working with local Palestinian and Israeli 
peacemakers and educating people in our home communities we strive to  help 
create a space for justice and peace.
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The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by the bad 
people but the silence over that by the good people.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR
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Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. 
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
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This report is the aggregation 
of  the Christian Peacemaker 
Teams raw data over the past 
quarter, divided and organized 
by months. These data sets are 
not interpretative or analytical, 
as each instance represents a 
violation of  human rights. Nor 
do we necessarily find it helpful 
to demonstrate mathematical 
linkages between variables to 
demonstrate trends: all of  these 
figures are the product of  a system 
of  violence and oppression 
that shapes the contours of  life 
in Hebron. Linking spikes and 
drops in oppression to holidays 
and peace talks is useful in 
providing context, but it is the 
simple documentation of  routine 
human rights abuse and the real 
stories of  families’ suffering that 
will ultimately force people to 
demand change and take action.  
In composing these reports, 

the reader must be aware of  
CPT’s limitations in developing 
and maintaining comprehensive 
data. Several dynamics come 
into play: (1) not all the 
institutions that compile data use 
international law as the basis for 
documentation or their systems 
of  law enforcement; (2) CPT has 
limited staff and resources to 
document all the human rights 
infractions; and (3) CPT is also 
operating in the context of  a 
military regime that has put a 
premium on making it difficult to 
tabulate accurate information.  
It’s important to review how 
these dynamics shape our work 
and how we report. 
In collecting data, CPT uses 

recognized international law as 
the framework for defining arrest 
and child arrest in our analysis 
and statistical reports. CPT is 
limited in the ability to cover the 
entire area of  Hebron, in some 
cases we rely on secondary data 

sources such as Israeli, Palestinian, 
and international institutions 
(OCHA) for an additional data 
set to put the effects of  Israel’s 
military occupation into context. 
But in relying on some of  these 
bodies, our data is still not 
representative of  the full effect 
of  Israel’s military occupation of  
Hebron. 
Israeli laws and definitions 

are manipulated, changed and 
created by the State of  Israel 
to maintain a moral façade, to 
perpetuate claims such as the 
“only democracy in the Middle 
East”, and as having “the most 
moral army in the world”. For 
instance, while Israeli military law 
regards ‘children’ as only those 
under the age of  12, CPT defines 
a ‘child’ as a person under the 

age of  18, in accordance with 
international legal frameworks. 
CPT rejects the judicial 
frameworks of  the Israeli state, 
which consistently disregards 
international law. 
Institutions, such as the 

Palestinian District Coordinating 
Office (DCO) – the Palestinian 
body which coordinates security 
arrangements with the Israeli 
military regime in Hebron – 
rely on gathering statistics from 
Israeli institutions. Yet as Israeli 
law rather than international 
law is followed by the Israeli 
state, these bodies of  statistics 
are also skewed. Yet due to the 
realities on the ground, CPT has 
to rely partially on those figures 
to better contextualize the 
Israeli occupation. Despite also 

incorporating those figures into 
our reports, the overall Israeli 
military oppression of  Hebron is 
still underreported.  
Israeli forces are ever present 

on the streets and checkpoints 
of  the H2 region of  Hebron, 
and hence instances of  arrest, 
detainment, ID checking and 
other manifestations of  force 
and control occur in many places 
at many times. CPT is not able 
to witness and document all of  
these. Additionally, often times it 
is up to the local community to 
notify us when the Israeli military 
have detained them, raided their 
home, beat them or so forth. In 
these situations, they might not 
have the opportunity to call us, 
they may not have our number, 
or may feel that calling a human 
rights organization could only 
give the Israeli regime more 
reason to oppress them. In many 
instances, cases of  oppression go 
undocumented for fear of  Israeli 
reprisals. Furthermore, when 
Palestinians are detained or 
arrested – and nobody is aware 
of  the detention or arrest – 
then those data entries are only 
processed and monitored within 
the Israeli system. The Palestinian 
DCO has reported on several 
occasions that the Israeli DCO 
has not recorded information 
correctly, and that the numbers 
of  detainees and arrests had 
been artificially lowered for 
political reasons. Therefore 
even the numbers we use from 
the Palestinian DCO are under 
reported figures of  the overall 
oppression that Palestinians face 
day to day in Hebron. 
Nonetheless, even limited 

documentation of  human rights 
abuses against Palestinians in a 
very small area of  Hebron puts 
into context the constant and 
invasive weight of  the Israeli 

DEFINITIONS & 
CONSIDERATIONS

NO WHERE TO RUN 
A young Palestinian boy is detained and handcuffed by Israeli border 
police at the Qitoun checkpoint.

http://www.aipac.org/learn/us-and-israel
http://www.aipac.org/learn/us-and-israel
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The deployment of  tear gas, sound bombs 
and, albeit to a lesser extent, rubber bullets 
and live ammunition by Israeli soldiers and 
Border Police presents a continuous threat 
to the health, safety and well-being of  
Palestinian civilians in H2 Hebron. Between 
December 2014 and March 2015, CPT 
has recorded 66 instances of  the use of  
such force by the Israeli military against 
Palestinian civilians. Approximately 80% 
of the incidents from December to March 
(55 of  68 instances) occurred at times and 
places in which children walked to and from 
school. 
The most common scenario CPT 

witnesses in these incidents is the 
deployment of  such force in response to a 

handful of  school children throwing stones. 
Palestinian children in Hebron have been 
both witness to, and subject to the violence 
and humiliation of  occupation for their 
entire lives. Years of  frustration, violation, 
and the absence of  safe places to play, lead 
some to pick up a stone and throw it at the 
towering checkpoints and military towers 
that litter the city. At Checkpoint 209 
(Qitoun), Border Police stand either inside a 
guard tower on top of  a two-story building, 
or on the far side of  a large metal container 
that houses the metal detectors for the 
checkpoint. Children throwing stones 
therefore pose no threat to Border Police 
in either of  these locations, thus the use of  

CHILDREN TARGETED

USE OF FORCE 

NO WHERE TO RUN 
Around the Qitoun neighborhood, there are seven schools attended by young children. Often times 
their only route to school is through a check point, at times accompanied by their parents. Pictured 
here are two young Palestinians scrambling to find safety from tear gas fired by Israeli forces. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

The numbers presented here are the result 
of direct monitoring by CPT field workers 
on the ground. Only instances where CPTers 
were present and could visually confirm 
instances of the use of force were recorded. 
These numbers only represent a portion of 
the overall use of force by Israeli military and 
border police in Hebron. 

DECEMBER
 Tear Gas  •  231 canisters
 Sound Bombs • 34 grenades
 Skunk Water • 1 incident
 Rubber Bullets • 4 incidents
 Live Ammunition • 1 incident

JANUARY
 Tear Gas • 27 canisters
 Sound Bombs • 5 grenades
 Skunk Water • none
 Rubber Bullets • none
 Live Ammunition • none

FEBRUARY
 Tear Gas • 81 canisters 
 Sound Bombs • 97 grenades
 Skunk Water • none
 Rubber Bullets • 1 incident
 Live Ammunition • 1 incident

MARCH 
 Tear Gas • 59 canisters 
 Sound Bombs • 10 grenades
 Skunk Water • none
 Rubber Bullets • 1 incident
 Live Ammunition • 0 incident

USE OF FORCE

DECEMBER •  84%
JANUARY • 80%
FEBRUARY • 71%
MARCH • 90%

SCHOOL RELATED 
INCIDENTS

TIMES WHEN CHILDREN ARE 
WALKING TO OR FROM SCHOOL. 

http://www.tiph.org/en/About_TIPH/Mandate_and_Agreements/Hebron_Protocol/
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these forms of  weaponry - supposedly ‘in 
response’ - represents a disproportionate 
response to stone throwing. Furthermore, 
the use of  sound bombs and tear gas affects 
all persons nearby, and therefore functions 
as a form of collective punishment. For 
instance, a sound bomb deafens everyone 
in its range, including young children. On 
three occasions from December to March 
schools were closed early because of  the 
effects of  tear gas. In addition, while the 
older boys who throw rocks can more easily 
run out of  the range of  the tear gas, sound 
bombs and rubber bullets, younger children 
cannot move as quickly and therefore can 
remain caught in the firing range. Businesses 
nearby are also negatively affected by such 
violent confrontations.
Despite the assertion that the deployment 

of  such force is a ‘response’ to ‘stone-

throwing’, the behavior of  Border Police 
during such incidents indicate that they do 
not regard stone throwing as a risk to their 
own safety. For example, on the morning 
of  17 March, six soldiers and three Border 
Police stood at Checkpoint 29 (Al Salayme) 
yelling, “Come On! Come On!” After two 
children threw stones, Border Police ran 
down towards the schools and fired five 
tear gas canisters. 
On several occasions, Israeli soldiers and 

Border Police used force where no clear 
threat existed. On 24 February, Israeli 
Border Police fired four tear gas canisters 
and ten stun grenades at children performing 
traditional Dabke dancing as a nonviolent 
demonstration in front of  Checkpoint 
56. On 27 January, Jewish children from 
the Kiryat Arba (Israeli) settlement were 
throwing stones at the house of  the Dana 
family, who live in the shadow – or indeed, 
the bright ‘security’ lights- of  the settlement. 
Instead of  stopping the settler children, 
Israeli soldiers fired two stun grenades and 
one tear gas canister into the Dana family’s 
front yard. In this instance, Israeli forces 
appeared to be reinforcing the violence of  
settler youth.
The monthly difference in the quantity of  

tear gas used also demonstrates that stone 
throwing does not pose a threat to the 
safety of  Israeli soldiers and Border Police, 
and that the decision to use physical force 
is largely arbitrary. CPT has not observed 
any difference in the amount of  stone 
throwing between December and March, 
however the quantity of  tear gas and sound 
bombs used by Israeli forces during school 
times has varied greatly. In March, Border 
Police frequently refrained from firing tear 
gas when children threw stones at them. 
In contrast, in December, Border Police 
more readily deployed such weaponry, 
including 30 tear gas canisters fired towards 
schools on the morning of  December 30. 
These uses of  disproportionate military 
bombardment did not decrease the amount 
of  stones thrown by children in the future, 
indicating the futility of  such physical force 
as a ‘security measure’ against children 
throwing stones at the architecture of  
occupation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Witness
A young Palestinian boy bares witness to 
the Israeli border police firing off several 
rounds of tear gas at his friends and family. 

B’TSELEM
Israeli Information Center for Human 
Rights in the Occupied Territories
REPORT ON CROWD CONTROL

FACING TEAR GAS
The Campaign to End the Militarization 
of Police
EFFECTS OF TEAR GAS

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

HERE ARE SOME ADDITIONAL 
SUGGESTED READINGS FOR 
EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY

Use of Less than Lethal Weapons
The development and deployment 
of  non-lethal incapacitating weapons 
should be carefully evaluated in order 
to minimize the risk of  endangering 
uninvolved persons, and the use of  such 
weapons should be carefully controlled.1

In the dispersal of  assemblies that are 
unlawful but non-violent, law enforcement 
officials shall avoid the use of  force 
or, where that is not practicable, shall 
restrict such force to the minimum extent 
necessary2

Tear Gas Banned
“Each State Party undertakes not to use riot 
control agents as a method of warfare.”

Any chemical which through its chemical 
action on life processes can cause death, 
temporary incapacitation or permanent 
harm to humans or animals. This includes 
all such chemicals, regardless of  their 
origin or of  their method of  production, 
and regardless of  whether they are 
produced in facilities, in munitions or 
elsewhere.3

1 Basic Principles on the Use of  Force and Firearms 
by Law Enforcement Officials, 3
2 Basic Principles on the Use of  Force and Firearms 
by Law Enforcement Officials, 13
3 1993 Chemical Weapons Convention, Article I(5)

USE OF FORCE AND 
INTERNATIONAL LAW

http://www.btselem.org/download/201212_crowd_control_eng.pdf
http://facingteargas.org/bp/36/what-tear-gas
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/UseOfForceAndFirearms.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/UseOfForceAndFirearms.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/UseOfForceAndFirearms.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/UseOfForceAndFirearms.aspx
https://www.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v2_rul_rule75
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In occupied Hebron, the threat of  
arbitrary detention and arrest applies not 
only to adults, but also to children. CPT’s 
figures indicate a dramatic increase of  
child detention and arrest from December 
to January, increasing from five boys in 
December of  2014 to 27 in January. The 
Palestinian District Coordinating Office 
also reported that nine children were 
arrested in December compared to 12 
in January. While number dropped from 
January to February, there was an increase 
from February to March. In February CPT 
recorded 15 child detentions with the 
DCO reporting six child arrests, while 
in March, CPT recorded 23 detentions 
and the DCO reported 0 child arrests. 

This doubtful dramatic decrease in child 
arrest may be due to the Israeli DCO 
not reporting numbers regarding child 
arrests. This supposition is consistent 
with the recent policy shift of  the Israeli 
DCO, implementing a policy of  restricting 
human rights organizations from access 
to specific areas around the H2 area, 
arresting several international volunteers 
as well as invading and taking documents 
from another human right organization 
in the past two months. This may be as 
a result of  the change in military brigade 
in February, from the Nahal Brigade to 
the Golani Brigade, who are particularly 

WITHOUT CAUSE

CHILD DETENTIONS

Scared and Confused
This was one example of a Palestinian boy being arrested on suspicion of throwing stones - 
despite no reasonable evidence. Often times, Israeli border police detain and or arrest Palestinian 
children simply on the basis of their hands being dusty - linking dusty hands to throwing stones. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

DECEMBER
DETAINED
Boys  •  5
 Girls • 0
DETAINED & TAKEN INTO CUSTODY
 Boys  •  5
 Girls • 0
 DCO ARREST Total: 9

JANUARY
DETAINED
Boys  •  27
 Girls • 4
DETAINED & TAKEN INTO CUSTODY
 Boys  •  5
 Girls • 0
 DCO ARREST Total: 12

FEBRUARY
DETAINED
Boys  •  15
 Girls • 0
DETAINED & TAKEN INTO CUSTODY
 Boys  •  6
 Girls • 0
 DCO ARREST Total: 7

MARCH 
DETAINED
Boys  •  23
 Girls • 0
DETAINED & TAKEN INTO CUSTODY
 Boys  •  9
 Girls • 0
 DCO ARREST Total: 0

CHILD DETENTION

DECEMBER •  2  |  JANUARY • 2
FEBRUARY • 4 | MARCH • 7

SCHOOL RELATED 
INCIDENTS
TIMES WHEN CHILDREN ARE 
WALKING TO OR FROM SCHOOL. 

http://www.tiph.org/en/About_TIPH/Mandate_and_Agreements/Hebron_Protocol/
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notorious for the seriousness and 
frequency of  their abuse of  Palestinians. 
Although CPT is unable to provide a full 
documentation of  all of  the incidents 
of  child detention and arrest that occur 
in the H2 region of  the city, what our 
statistics do show is the reality of  child 
arrest as a consistent feature of  military 
occupation – with CPT recording at least 
one child being detained by the Israeli 
military every other day. This is all within 
approximately a .3 square mile radius 
with CPTers documenting on average of  
five hours a day on the ground.   
Frequent arbitrary deprivation of  

children’s liberty, and the treatment that 
in that process, is in violation of  basic 
human rights (See, Convention on the 
Rights of  the Child). Furthermore, CPT’s 
documenting of  ten children detained as 
they walk through military checkpoints to 
reach their school, from the months of  
December to March, indicate a violation 
of  the human right to ‘equal access to 
education’ stated in Article 26 of  the 
Universal Declaration of  Human Rights. 

In four instances of  child detention 
(two in December, and one in February 
and March respectively), Israeli forces 
violated their own Military Order (no. 
1651:191 - a). This order asserts that 
“A child (defined as those under the age 
of  twelve in Israeli military law) will not 
bear criminal responsibility for any action 
or omission”.This Order was violated as 
Israeli forces detained and took four ten 
year olds into custody on these incidents. 
In three cases of  child detention in 

December, two of  which were as 
children traveled to school, Israeli forces 
also used disproportionate force against 
children through the deployment of  tear 
gas and sound bombs. This includes an 
instance in which thirty tear gas canisters 
were fired at school time on 30th 
December, during which a twelve year 
old boy was detained. In each instance of  
these detentions, soldiers were unable 
to provide substantial evidence for the 
purpose of  arrest or detention, basing 
their actions on generic allegations such 
as ‘stone-throwing’. 
The data demonstrates a sharp 

decrease in traffic during school times 
– most notably the school children. In 
December 2014, the daily average of  
boys passing through the check point 
was 136.6 and girls were 37. In March 
of  2015, those numbers have dropped 
to a daily average of  95.6 for boys and 
25.9 for girls. That nearly a 30 percent 
in decrease for both boys in girls in that 
area.  
The ever present threat of  child arrest, 

through which children have been taken 
from the streets, their schools and their 
homes in recent months, functions to 
send a continuous message of  force and 
authority to the Palestinian residents of  
Hebron. In violating not only international 
human rights law in this regard, but also 
the Israeli military’s own legal Orders, 
an environment of  deterrence is created 
where Palestinians avoid heading to 
school, work, and in the general area 
of  the Old City of  Hebron, for fear of  
detention, assault, or arrest. 

MILITARY COURT WATCH
Human Rights organisation that works 
on behalf  of  Palestinian children in the 
Israeli military judicial system
M.C.W. Fact sheet

DEFENSE OF CHILDREN 
INTERNATIONAL 
Human Rights organization that promote 
and protect the rights of  Palestinian 
children in accordance with the 
Convention on the Rights of  the Child
DCI Report

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

Rights of the Child1

No child shall be subjected to torture 
or other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment […]

No child shall be deprived of  his or her 
liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily. The arrest, 
detention or imprisonment of  a child shall 
be in conformity with the law and shall 
be used only as a measure of  last resort 
and for the shortest appropriate period 
of  time;

Every child deprived of  liberty shall be 
treated with humanity and respect for the 
inherent dignity of  the human person, and 
in a manner which takes into account the 
needs of  persons of  his or her age […]

Every child deprived of  his or her liberty 
shall have the right to prompt access to 
legal and other appropriate assistance […]

Rights of the Parents2

Parents or legal guardians
should be informed of  the arrest within
the shortest possible time thereafter, in a
language understood by the child and the
parents or legal guardians.

1 Convention on the Rights of  the Child, Article 37
2 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
Article 9. 

CHILDREN ARREST AND
INTERNATIONAL LAW

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Handcuffed 
Here is just one of the many examples of 
Palestinian children being handcuffed for 
allegations of throwing stones - without 
being presented any evidence or having their 
parents notified. 

http://www.cpt.org/underattack
http://See, Convention on the Rights of the Child)
http://See, Convention on the Rights of the Child)
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/military_order_1651.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/military_order_1651.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=a6r85VcpyUa4755A52Y2mp3c4v
http://www.defenceforchildren.org/images/stories/AnnualReport2013_Web.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx


MARCH 2015 REPORT: USE OF FORCE
christian peacemaker teams

MARCH 2015 REPORT
christian peacemaker teams

christian peacemaker teams

REPORT

10

ADULT DETENTIONS

The threat of  detention and/or arrest by 
Israeli forces is an ever present threat for 
the Palestinian residents of  Hebron. CPT 
classifies detention as an instance in which 
a Palestinian is physically stopped and has 
their freedom of  movement restricted. 
CPT does not classify identification checks 
as detention. ID Checks are instances in 
which the Israeli military ask Palestinians to 
present their ID Cards and quickly process 
their information within 20 minutes and 
allow them to resume daily life. Detentions 
are often times characterized by the 
Israeli military stopping individual in the 
attempt to deter passage in a specific 
area and/or extract information. DCO 
figures stated in this report are incidents 

in which Israeli police have processed 
an individual as officially ‘under arrest’. 
Numerous Palestinian individuals who are 
held in custody, potentially for days, are 
not necessarily registered as ‘under arrest’, 
rendering many oppressive practices 
surrounding this as ‘formally’ invisible. 
Within international legal frameworks, 

deprivation of  an individual’s liberty 
through detention and/or arrest  is only 
permissible in certain circumstances. 
In occupied Hebron, however, it is the 
arbitrariness of  such deprivation which 
constitutes a consistent violation of  human 
rights. Article 9.1 of  the International 

ARBITRARY DETENTIONS

Physical Assault 
Here is one example of a Palestinian man - despite not physically resisting arrested - being 
physically abused by the Israeli military. Moments later, he was dragged behind a wall, bound, 
blind folded and led away. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

DECEMBER
DETAINED
 Men  •  42
 Women• 0
DETAINED & TAKEN INTO CUSTODY
 Men  •  6
 Women• 0
 DCO ARREST Total: 12

JANUARY
DETAINED
 Men  •  89
 Women• 0
DETAINED & TAKEN INTO CUSTODY
 Men  •  3
 Women• 0
 DCO ARREST Total: 3

FEBRUARY
DETAINED
 Men  •  17
 Women• 0
DETAINED & TAKEN INTO CUSTODY
 Men  •  7
 Women• 0
 DCO ARREST Total: 8

MARCH
DETAINED
 Men  •  17
 Women• 0
DETAINED & TAKEN INTO CUSTODY
 Men  •  2
 Women• 1
 DCO ARREST Total: 8

ADULT ARREST

DECEMBER •  0 | JANUARY • 2
FEBRUARY • 2 | MARCH • 5

SCHOOL RELATED 
INCIDENTS

TIMES WHEN CHILDREN ARE 
WALKING TO OR FROM SCHOOL. 

http://International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
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Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
states that “No one shall be subjected to 
arbitrary arrest or detention”. This legal 
prohibition of  arbitrariness of  course 
means that deprivations of  liberty through 
detention or arrest must not be motivated 
by discrimination, for instance on the basis 
of  ethnicity. 
Following this legal framework, CPT has 

documented 165 detentions of  Palestinians, 
19 of  which ended with individuals being 
taken into custody. In the same period, 
the DCO has recorded 31 instances of  
Palestinian arrest.
Palestinians and international observers 

report that the Israeli military frequently do 
not give definitive answers for the nature of  
the detention, for instance when they can 
expect to be released and the reason for 
the detention. Principle 11 of  the  Principles 
for the Protection of  All Persons under 
[..] Detention or Imprisonment states 
that “a detained person […] shall receive 
prompt and full communication about the 
detention decision”. CPT has witnessed a 
consistent violation of  this Principle, for 
instance on 2nd February, after having his 
ID and phone checked, an 18 year old was 
arrested because of  “something” on his 
phone. 
Physical violence and acts of  explicit 

intimidation, in the form of  beating, 
kicking, blindfolding, handcuffing and 
dragging through the streets, are also 
frequent components of  these arbitrary 
arrests and detentions of  Palestinians in 
H2 Hebron. On 2nd December a 25 year 
old was arrested for refusing to put out 
his cigarette while he was having his ID 
checked by Israeli Border Police. After he 
was released from custody the following 
hour, he informed CPT that he was ‘slapped 
around’ in the police station. 
These acts of  intimidation are a function 

of  Israel’s military occupation in Hebron, 
representing a policy of  apartheid, with 
oppressive military laws applying to the 
Palestinian residents of  H2 Hebron, and 
Israeli civil law applying to the Jewish 

residents of  Israeli settlements – settlements 
that are illegal under international law. 
The trends of  detentions and arrests rising 

and falling appear to be linked to holidays, 
political climate, and a changeover in the 
Israeli military brigade and or Israeli border 
police. 
Although Palestinians are the main objects 

of  Israeli oppression, international human 
rights observers – those that document 
human rights abuses – have also been 
targets of  the Israeli military. 
Following no arrests of  international 

activists in Hebron in December and January, 
the arrest of  one international CPTer and 
one Palestinian CPTer in February, and 
four arrests of  international activists in 
March indicate a heightening of  draconian 

measures toward those partnering with 
Palestinians in documenting and resisting 
human rights abuses by Israeli forces. This 
increase in arrest of  international activists 
and peace-workers correlates with the 
change in military brigade from the Nahal 
Brigade to the Golani Brigade (see more 
about the Golani Brigade’s previous 
actions in Hebron here). When the 
Golani Brigade arrived, they immediately 
placed a banner to the entrance of  the 
Old City of  Hebron stating that “The 
Golani Brigade is here. Nobody will pass.” 

HAMOKED
HaMoked: Center for the Defence of 
the Individual is an Israeli human rights 
organization that assist Palestinians of 
the Occupied Territories.
REPORT ON LOCATING ARRESTED 
PALESTINIANS

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

Adult arrest and Civil and Political 
Rights

Everyone has the right to liberty and 
security of  person. No one shall be 
subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. 
No one shall be deprived of  his liberty 
except on such grounds and in accordance 
with such procedure as are established by 
law.1

Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, 
at the time of  arrest, of  the reasons for 
his arrest and shall be promptly informed 
of  any charges against him.2

Principles for Protection

A person shall not be kept in detention 
without being given an effective 
opportunity to be heard promptly by a 
judicial or other authority. A detained 
person shall have the right to defend 
himself  or to be assisted by counsel.3

A detained person and his counsel shall 
receive prompt and full communication 
about the detention decision.4

1 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
Article 9 (1)
2 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

Article 9 (2) 
3 Body of  Principles for the Protection of  All 
Persons under Any Form of  Detention or Imprison-
ment, Principle 11 (1) 
4 Body of  Principles for the Protection of  All 
Persons under Any Form of  Detention or Imprison-
ment, Principle 11 (2) 
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Blind Folded
Israeli security forces often times explain that 
the reason for blind folding Palestinians is so 
that “they can’t see where they are going” - 
when in most cases they know they will be 
heading to the military barracks on Shuhada 
Street and cite security  concerns. 

http://International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/43/a43r173.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/43/a43r173.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/43/a43r173.htm
http://www.cpt.org/underattack
http://www.hamoked.org/Document.aspx?dID=Updates1351
http://www.hamoked.org/Document.aspx?dID=Updates1351
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/43/a43r173.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/43/a43r173.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/43/a43r173.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/43/a43r173.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/43/a43r173.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/43/a43r173.htm


During the coldest and wettest season in Palestine, 
228 Palestinians were displaced as a result of  
demolitions by Israeli forces in the West Bank. 
OCHA reported 81 total structures demolished 
throughout the West Bank in January.  CPT 
Palestine interacted with five of  the families in the 
Hebron area who were affected this month.
On 5 January, Israeli forces demolished six 

structures, including family homes, animal shelters, 
and workers’ living quarters.  In one of  these 
incidents, bulldozers advanced onto the Jaabari 
family’s land and destroyed their animal shelter 
and nursery.  Israeli forces provided no papers or 
explanation for the demolition.  The Jaabari family of  
nine, including seven children, make their livelihood 
by farming and raising livestock.  The Israeli civil 
administration also demolished a Palestinian home 

in the Bekah Valley, displacing four Palestinians, 
including two children.  This home was next to the 
Israeli Kiryat Arba settlement on the outskirts of  
Hebron.  Israeli forces carried out this demolition 
at a time when Israeli settlers and state forces were 
preparing to annex 30 dunums for a park.
These demolitions of  private Palestinian homes and 

buildings are a violation of  The Universal Declaration 
of  Human Rights Article 17, which states: ‘Everyone 
has the right to own property…No one shall 
arbitrarily be deprived of  their property.’
These Palestinian families will continue to face 

obstacles if  they wish to re-build their homes.  In 
Israeli-controlled Area C [or in the case of  Hebron, 
H-2], Palestinians must apply for permission from 

OUT IN THE COLD

Demolished 
Livelihoods

Qasam Tameze walks through 
the ruins of his demolished 
sheep yard. The Israeli mili-
tary demolished his family’s 
business on 1/5/2015. The 
small farming unit supplied 
income for a family of five.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

DECEMBER
 Structures Demolished  •  38
 People Displaced • 18

JANUARY
 Structures Demolished  •  81
 People Displaced • 117

FEBRUARY
 Structures Demolished  •  17
 People Displaced • 0

MARCH 
 Structures Demolished  •  84
 People Displaced • 93
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http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_the_humanitarian_monitor_2014_02_25_english.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
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Israeli authorities to build any structure.  
In 97% of cases, a building permit is never 
given.
Home demolitions are not the only means 

through which Israeli state forces have 
displaced Palestinians. 
On 19 January, Zuheira Hashem Dundes 

lost access to her family home when Israeli 
soldiers welded her doors shut.  The location 
of  Zuheira’s home on Shuhada Street 
suggests a continuation of  an apartheid 
policy to ethnically cleanse Palestinians 
from sections of  Hebron under the guise 
of  ‘security’.  Once a bustling thoroughfare 
lined with Palestinian shops and businesses, 

Shuhada Street, now resembles a ghost 
town with homes welded shut, 304 shops 
and warehouses closed down – giving the 
Jewish settlers of  Hebron control of  the 
area. Welding her door shut and evicting her 
from her home represents the continuation 
of  the trend of Palestinian displacement as 
a mean to gain control for expansion. She 
was one of  the few Palestinians still living on 
Shuhada Street after the once-bustling main 
street was closed to Palestinians in 1995.  
This adds one more home to the many on 
Shuhada Street that are now empty, which 
open up more space for the nearby illegal 
Israeli settlements to expand into these 
buildings.

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH
Human Rights Watch is an independent, 
international organization that upholds 
human rights. 
CALL TO STOP HOME DEMOLITIONS

THE ISRAELI COMMITTEE AGAINST 
HOME DEMOLITIONS 
ICAHD takes as its main focus, as its 
vehicle for resistance, Israel’s policy of 
demolishing Palestinian homes in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory and 
within Israel proper. 
ICAHD.ORG 

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

DESTRUCTION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY

Any destruction by the Occupying 
Power of  real or personal property 
belonging individually or collectively to 
private persons, or to the State, or to 
other public authorities, or to social or 
cooperative organizations, is prohibited, 
except where such destruction is 
rendered absolutely necessary by military 
operations.1

GRAVE BREACHES AND EXCESSIVE DE-
STRUCTION

‘Grave breaches’ [commonly referred 
to as war crimes] include, ‘excessive 
destruction and appropriation of  
property, not justified by military necessity 
and carried out unlawfully and wantonly.’2

HOME DEMOLITIONS AS COLLECTIVE 
PUNISHMENT

No general penalty, pecuniary or 
otherwise, shall be inflicted upon the 
population on account of  the acts 
of  individuals for which they cannot 
be regarded as jointly and severally 
responsible.3 

1 Fourth Geneva Convention, Article 53
2 Fourth Geneva Convention Article 147
3 The Hague Convention, Article 50

HOME DEMOLITIONS AND 
INTERNATIONAL LAW
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Home Welded Shut
Zuheira Hasham Dundes sits outside her 
home as Israeli forces weld her front door 
shut (see image - right). Zuheira has high 
blood pressure and diabetes and fainted 
during this assault on her home, and was ul-
timately taken away in an ambulance. Israeli 
settlers were present, and appeared to be 
in a jovial mood. 

http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/11/21/israel-stop-punitive-home-demolitions
http://Icahd.org
https://www.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/ART/380-600060?OpenDocument
https://www.icrc.org/ihl/COM/380-600169
https://www.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Article.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=B2D5C9BD27F0DC51C12563CD005168FB



